
TUESDAY NEWSLETTER – May 21st Edition 
Game Reveal for the coming year is Saturday, September 7th (at Noon) 

 
In This Issue: 

• Off-Season – Outreaches, FLL Initiative, Outreach Scrimmages (Page 1) 

• Team Registration, Kick-Off & Workshops Update (Page 2) 

• Communication: Surveys & Caucuses (Page 3) 

• Other FIRST Community News (Page 4) 

 

Off-Season 
 

Beyond “States” – Don’t rush to take that Robot apart! 

• Now that CenterStage Season is officially over, FTCNJ is already starting to plan the June and August events. 

• Team Outreaches, FTCNJ Outreach Scrimmages & August Workshops all benefit from the presence of teams with working robots. 

• Come, participate, contribute ...and get more play out of your robot investment. Don’t rush to disassemble your robot.  

STEAM Showcase at Clearview Regional High School – May 29th 

• Once again, this year Team #9848 (Gearview) is holding their STEAM Showcase. 

• The goal is to expose the local southern NJ community to all things STEAM, including FIRST Tech Challenge. 

• Please check out the Flyer and complete the form if interested.  https://forms.gle/hG371nsohLNUsaqM7 

• Clearview is hoping to have FTC teams set up outreach tables and run some scrimmages 
 

HELP WANTED: FTCNJ seeking FLL Teams for Southern NJ - June 1st Event 

• In a new FTC Team growth initiative, an event for FLL teams is being planned for June 1st  

• The attached Flyer has been sent to all FLL teams in south Jersey (though the event is open to all FLL'ers willing to travel). 

• We are not in need of FTC teams for this event BUT we are very interested in exposing many FLL teams to FTC ... and their potential 
next step in FIRST. 

• If you know of any FLL teams that may be interested in participating, please reach out to them or help us to do so. 

• It would be great if any of our FTC teams can really encourage a nearby FLL team to come on June 1st and learn about FTC. 
 

June Outreach Scrimmages – June 8th, 22nd, 23rd  
• These events partner mentoring tournament teams/bots with rookies/prospects driving loaned training bots.  

• Team recruitment is what it’s all about but it’s also an opportunity for new team members to participate and learn the ropes. 

• Veteran teams can really help here (and bolster their Connect resume). Locations are shown below: 
o June 8th  Northern NJ Outreach Scrimmage (Grace Church Campus, Randolph, NJ) 

o June 22nd  Southern NJ Outreach Scrimmage (PAL Enforcers Site, Egg Harbor, NJ) 

o June 23rd Central NJ Outreach Scrimmage (Highland Park HS, Highland Park, NJ) 

• We really hope that teams considering starting sibling teams, or helping other folks to start teams, will participate in these 

Outreach Scrimmages. They are always useful and a lot of fun. 

• Here is the link that coaches may use to register. [Coaches may also register via the FTCNJ Website page.] 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd98FKnY-3OpWcnbw3SNl4iKA9Ax4l-OwG_Sk5JfKe8BJaZeA/viewform 
 

Maryland Tech Invitational 

• Good luck to Team #7149 (Enforcers) that are participating in the 8th annual Maryland Tech Invitational (MTI).  

• Are any other FTCNJ teams competing there?. We’d to hear about your adventure. 

• Best wishes to the Enforcers at Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel, Maryland on June 28th – 30th  
 

Planning an Outreach? 

• We know that this is the time of year when attention begins to turn to Outreaches and recruitment.  

• Please keep FTCNJ and community informed of your efforts. It may mean extra support for you and inspiration for others.  

• Remember that FTCNJ is always standing by to provide more information and follow-up to your leads.  

• We are happy to credit you and your team as your lead develops into a new participating FTCNJ team. 

• Let’s work together. 

  

https://forms.gle/hG371nsohLNUsaqM7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd98FKnY-3OpWcnbw3SNl4iKA9Ax4l-OwG_Sk5JfKe8BJaZeA/viewform
https://sites.google.com/view/mdtechinvitational/home


The Season Ahead 

Team Registration: 

• FIRST has opened registration for the new season, as of May 15th 

• A big WELCOME BACK to our first four returning teams: 
o 755  Delbotics 

o 11124 Angelbots 

o 12806 Roboken 

o 13302 MKA Robotics 

• Here is a link to FIRST’s Team Registration webpage: https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/cost-and-registration 

 

Conference / League Assignments: 

• FTCNJ has completed its annual review of these assignments in order to maintain some size balance within the units. 

• No changes in League assignments from the CenterStage season. Teams compete in the same League Meet areas as last year. 

• There are a few adjustments to Conference assignments. The only affect will be the February tournaments. 

• The few teams that were affected by the Conference re-assignments have been advised. An update is shown below. 

 
FTC NJ League / Conference Structure 

North East Edge League  

• North East Conference: Hudson, Union, North Essex (Caldwell, Montclair, Nutley) 

• South Essex Conference: Bloomfield, Livingston, Maplewood, Millburn, Newark, South Orange, East Orange, West Orange) 
 

Northern League  

• Far North Conference: Warren, Sussex, Passaic, …West Bergen (Fair Lawn, Glen Rock, Ramsey, Ridgewood, Saddle River, Twp of 
Washington)  

• East Bergen Conference: (Cliffside Park, Closter, Cresskill, Demarest, East Rutherford, Emerson, Englewood, Hackensack, Lodi, Oradell,  
Paramus, Park Ridge, Rutherford, Tenafly, Wood Ridge)  
 

Upper Central League 

• Central Conference: Hunterdon, Middlesex, …Lower Somerset (Hillsborough, Somerset)   

• Morris & Upper Somerset County Conference: Morris (All), …Upper Somerset (Basking Ridge, Watchung) 
 

Southern League 

• Upper South Conference: Mercer, Monmouth, Ocean   

• Deep South Conference: Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Gloucester, Cumberland, Salem  

 
August Workshop Days 

• August weekends have been targeted (for the Northern and Southern Workshop Days). Registration opens in early July. 

o Kean University has now confirmed for the Northern Workshops Day on Saturday, August 17th  

o Tom’s River HS (North) has now confirmed for the Southern Workshops Day on Sunday, August 24th.  

        (Last year’s southern venue is not available due to summer construction. Thanks for stepping in TRS!) 

 

Competition Venues: 

• We are beginning to plan the new season and are starting to review the dates and venues. As most know, our practice is to 

reprise events at our successful and generous hosts, whenever possible. Hopefully, avoiding frequent host changes (and event 

timing) help teams’ planning year-to-year. Consistency. 

• Confirmed host information is provided below, beginning with League Tournaments… 

 
o 02/08/25 Northern League (Far North Conference); Glen Rock High School, Glen Rock, NJ 

o 02/23/25  Northern League (East Bergen Conference); Emerson Jr. Sr. High School, Emerson, NJ 

o 03/02/25 Upper Central League (Central); AWAITING FIRST … Delbarton School, Morristown    

 

Kick-Off /Game Reveal Events:  

• Returning Host Hightstown High School has now been confirmed as site of the Southern NJ Kick-Off on Sept 7th. 

• Livingston High School, another returning host, has previously confirmed as site of the Northern NJ Kick-Off event on Sept 7th. 

• Kick-Off Event registration opens in early August. 

 

 

 

https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/cost-and-registration


FTCNJ Communication 

FTCNJ Community Survey 
Similar to last season, we gathered input from all of our Newsletter readers regarding the season just completed and the plans for the off-season 

(i.e., Outreaches and Training). We have now received input from 34 respondents, to date. All input is appreciated and very welcome. 

• Some results are shared below. [Percentages do not include the “Not Applicable” and “Write-In” responses.] 
o Best Day for Aug Workshops: 56% No Preference between Saturday or Sunday; 9% Saturday Preference; 8% Sunday Preference 

o Ability to present at Aug Workshops: 44% Mech & CAD Topics; 41% Outreach Topics; 21% Programming Topics; 21% can bring Robot 

o Outreach Plans: 66% Discussing but no firm plans; 12% Planned & FTCNJ can promote; 14% Planned & no promotion needed. 

o Outreach Scrimmage Date: 41% June 22nd; 26% June 23rd; 21% June 8th; 15% June 9th  

o Remote (Zoom) Trainings: 53% Somewhat Interested; 32% Very interested depending on topic; 15% No interest at all 

• Note: Percentages are based on teams represented and certain coaches represent multiple teams.  

• Responses are being taken into consideration as the season is planned and additional actions/response by FTCNJ are planned.  

Coaches Survey 
All of our FTCNJ Coach #1 and Coach #2 persons (in the FIRST database) have been sent the Season-End “Coaches Survey”.  

If you are a Coach #1 or Coach #2 and have not received the form (or need the link to be re-sent), please advise. 

Only one response per robotics team/organization is needed, however all responses from coaches are appreciated.  

• We now have received Coach Responses for 81 of our teams. Please respond soon, you may still do so. 

• Some results are shared below. [Percentages do not include the “Not Applicable” and “Write-In” responses.] 
1. Planning to Re-Register: 92% Sure; 6% Highly Likely 

2. January Event Practice Features: 32% Repeat Sat Judging & Sun Elim Matches; 18% No preference; 18% Elim Matches only; 12% Judging only  

3. Team Help: 15% Could use Help during Season; 55% Could provide Help during Season 

4. Newsletter Distribution: 82% on Distribution; 6% please add to Distribution; 10% please help to add other interested members 

5. Outreach: 11% willing to help at Outreaches; 14% willing to reach out to Prospects; 45% willing to do both 

6. Tech Crew Volunteering: 10% may have adult willing to FTA; 13% may have student willing to FTAA; 18% may have both 

7. Judge Volunteering: 19% may have adult willing to judge when team not competing; 30% requesting more information 

• Note: Percentages are based on teams represented and certain coaches represent multiple teams.  

• Responses are being taken into consideration as the season is planned and additional actions/response by FTCNJ are planned.  

• Write-In comments, though not reflected in stats, are appreciated and being considered.  

Volunteer Survey 
• This year, we will also be reaching out to our volunteers about their CenterStage experience. 

• Did you enjoy your role? Sufficient training and communication? Like to try a new role? 

• It has been determined that the most efficient way to solicit feedback (and respect our volunteers’ valuable time) is to create and utilize Role 

Specific Surveys. This precludes volunteers needing to look through questions that are not applicable to them. 

• The approach being taken involves sending Volunteer Surveys to those involved in (a) Judging, (b) Officiating, and (c) Tech Crew volunteers.  

• The Judging Survey has been sent; gathering replies now. Officiating and Tech Crew surveys will be sent on/before month’s end. 

 

Coaches Caucus 
• FTCNJ received an inquiry regarding the re-start of the Coaches Caucus (currently on hiatus). While the plan was to re-start the Caucus in Sept, 

the caucus can restart in June, if there is sufficient interest (i.e., 10+). The Coaches Caucus is held on 1st Fridays of the month. 

• If restarted now, the Zoom would occur on June 7th (8pm) and cover past season feedback, off-season plans, and thoughts regarding the 

coming season. [Current Interest Level <10 Coaches]  No change. Monitoring interest but restart is not yet planned. 

• Coaches may use the link below to indicate interest: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sduugrzovHtWJVpMoa-tLNmlRq8QsaH51 

 

Captains Caucus 
• Similar to the Coaches Caucus, the Captains Caucus (for Student Team Leaders) has been on hiatus. The plan was to re-start the Caucus in Sept, 

FTCNJ would restart in June, if there is sufficient interest (i.e., 16+). The Captains Caucus is held on 3rd Fridays of the month. 

• If restarted, the Zoom would occur on June 21st *8pm) and also cover past season feedback, off-season plans and thoughts regarding the 

coming season. [Current Interest Level <10 Student Leaders]  No change. Monitoring interest but restart is not yet planned. 

• Student Team Leaders may use the link below to indicate interest: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0udeyrrjoqH92StjFxViqUbbY9pJceZqCe 

 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sduugrzovHtWJVpMoa-tLNmlRq8QsaH51
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0udeyrrjoqH92StjFxViqUbbY9pJceZqCe


Other Items 

FIRST Scholarship Program Spotlight: HS Student Opportunity: TKS - Innovation Pgm For Teens from FIRST Team Blast 

• FIRST Scholarship Provider TKS, is a top innovation program for students ages 13-17 is recruiting students to join their Fall 2024 Program and is 
offering a scholarship to FIRST students. Forward this to students to use the scholarship code TKSFIRST when applying to 
receive one month of tuition if accepted! 

• In 10 months, students gain real-world work experience with organizations like Google, Meta, Microsoft, the World Economic 
Forum and Mastercard and understand emerging technologies like AI, Quantum Computing, Synthetic Biology, Regenerative 
Medicine, Nanotech, and Blockchain. They will be mentored by industry professionals and build projects that can be used to 
stand out in university and career applications and internships. 

• Applications are due May 31. Send students here to apply!!   

https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/MX2N2PB80k8W1n8v5Z76fxh2W7FnbcL5dVFVBMcSJRv3hCZPW6N1vHY6lZ3npW7prvDm5NBrnbW6Cp-m95n7hxDW820VYk3p5p7jN8zKwW1StQn9W13cnX28Zghk-W7L0j328sjVWcW36-Zv73SY45ZW2TRcDv5fpn3lN5lc_wqglL9_W56KR8w8dZtmJW6fmNPk3VLPLSW88LLHx7bL8zfVj0Lgq8D_Y4VW8HngNN3Z1Vn4W8jz-HY8qjbNlN1Pp-8XFB1rfW33rLBw7kgw9YVjJRzJ319DgmW9b5bHr2nJSwSW2Kvsjs16Sc54W71tFZm7gC5LHW7thw9d2xpQ2Mf5KGxd004
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/MX2N2PB80k8W1n8v5Z76fxh2W7FnbcL5dVFVBMcSJRv3hCZPW6N1vHY6lZ3nmW1pgmZ71n6DFxW7-Yyzh4G0YNBW4mntbT2qZSGtW44MfZ54Y8zz4W2Bt2-73lM-6wW8YWPrQ1qCNnQM8Whz0gF13nW2_LDvH6v92HlW4N2sG35f92DNW7_pN9J7k1p9nW6-rPTY3gZ4XJW5xd_TT49Yr31W2plhRM1mhFQXW8zMLGD5PtGHbVNzmlJ2qzZBHW27q5hN4z8W6fW4FjBGD62SgYwW4h1pwf3qcBJLW4Frj3N9gqJ9tW10fhpX54MHTCW47gZkt66p3nmN7SqhG53LTHDf75v4Kd04

