
TUESDAY NEWSLETTER – May 7th Edition 
Game Reveal for the coming year is Saturday, September 7th (at Noon) 

In This Issue: 

• Communication: Surveys & Caucuses 

• Off-Season – STEAM Showcase (Clearview) & June Outreach Scrimmages 

• Other - Chesapeake Mentor Conference (Virtual) & USAF Leadership Experience 

• Season Ahead – Team Registration May 14th  

 

FTCNJ Communication 

FTCNJ Community Survey 

Similar to last season, we are interested in gathering input from all of our Newsletter readers regarding the season just completed and the plans for 

the off-season (i.e., Outreaches and Training). Please take a moment to complete the “Community Survey” at the link given below. All input is 

appreciated and very welcome. 

• There have been ~2 dozen respondents, to date.  

• Looking forward to more response. Here are some preliminary results. 

o The input received is helpful in setting the August Workshops dates and topics.  

o Interest in Remote Training Zooms is 50% somewhat interested, and 50% not interested (or depends on topic). 

o Half of respondents plan to hold Outreaches – 50% are interested in FTCNJ promoting and reporting on them. 

• Additional input is very welcome from all Newsletter Subscribers 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOM4tAS-BUK7Ttfmu1u8grkuIlRSbtqTZ5JHvCWXE2hfOW_g/viewform 

 

Coaches Survey 

All of our FTCNJ Coach #1 and Coach #2 persons (in the FIRST database) have been sent the Season-End “Coaches Survey”.  

If you are a Coach #1 or Coach #2 and have not received the form, please advise. 

Only one response per robotics team/organization is needed, however all responses from coaches are appreciated.  

• There have been ~60 respondents to date. (This represents more than 60 teams since some coaches have multiple teams.) 

• Here are some early results. Additional input is very welcome from all Coaches.  

o Only one of the respondents indicated a non-likelihood of re-registering their team.  

o Extra January Features: 14% offer Elimination Matches only, 16% Judging only, 33% Sat Judging/Sun Eliminations 

o Team Help:  40% Can give help; 24% May need help; 36% Not Applicable  

o Recruiting New Teams: 18% Willing to help reach out; 14% Willing to support Outreaches; 30% Both 

• More detail and follow-up planned. 

• Please respond soon, if you haven’t yet done so. 

 

Volunteer Survey 

• This year, we will also be reaching out to our volunteers about their CenterStage experience. 

• Did you enjoy your role? Sufficient training and communication? Like to try a new role? 

• There has been a delay in sending the Volunteer Survey but it will be sent prior to our next Newsletter. 

• FIRST’s systems are undergoing annual refresh and so time was spent during the past week in capturing volunteer information from past 

season before the event listings became unavailable. All is a GO for sending the Volunteer Survey this coming week.  

 

Coaches Caucus 

• FTCNJ received an inquiry from a coach regarding the re-start of the Coaches Caucus (which has been on hiatus for 2 months). 

• While the plan was to re-start the Caucus in Sept, FTCNJ would be delighted to restart in June, if there is sufficient interest. 

• The Coaches Caucus is held on the 1st Friday of the month.  

• If restarted now, the Zoom would cover past season feedback, off-season plans, and thoughts regarding the coming season. 

• Coaches may use the link below to indicate interest in attending a potential Coaches Caucus on June 7th (at 8pm) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sduugrzovHtWJVpMoa-tLNmlRq8QsaH51 

 

Captains Caucus 

• Similar to the Coaches Caucus, the Captains Caucus (for Student Team Leaders) has been on hiatus for 2 months. 

• While the plan was to re-start the Caucus in Sept, FTCNJ would be delighted to restart in June, if there is sufficient interest. 

• The Captains Caucus is held on the 3rd Friday of the month.  

• If restarted, the Zoom would also cover past season feedback, off-season plans and thoughts regarding the coming season. 

• Student Team Leaders may use the link below to indicate interest in attending a potential Captains Caucus on June 21st. (8pm) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0udeyrrjoqH92StjFxViqUbbY9pJceZqCe 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOM4tAS-BUK7Ttfmu1u8grkuIlRSbtqTZ5JHvCWXE2hfOW_g/viewform


Off-Season Thoughts 
 

Beyond “States” – Don’t rush to take that Robot apart! 

• Now that CenterStage Season is officially over, FTCNJ is already starting to plan the June and August events. 

• Team Outreaches, FTCNJ Outreach Scrimmages & August Workshops all benefit from the presence of teams with working robots. 

• Come, participate, contribute ...and get more play out of your robot investment. Don’t rush to disassemble your robot.  

STEAM Showcase at Clearview Regional High School – May 29th 

• Once again, this year Team #9848 (Gearview) is holding their STEAM Showcase. 

• The goal is to expose the local southern NJ community to all things STEAM, including FIRST Tech Challenge. 

• Please check out the Flyer and complete the form if interested.  https://forms.gle/hG371nsohLNUsaqM7 

• Clearview is hoping to have FTC teams set up outreach tables and run some scrimmages 

• Among those already signed up are Robotech Anomaly, the Vikes and C3 LocoMotors. 
 

June Outreach Scrimmages – June 8th, 22nd, 23rd  

• These events partner mentoring tournament teams/bots with rookies/prospects driving loaned training bots.  

• New team recruitment is what it’s all about. Veteran teams can really help here (and bolster their Connect resume). 

• The following sites/dates have been confirmed: 

o June 23rd Central NJ Outreach Scrimmage – Highland Park HS, Highland Park, NJ 

o June 22nd  Southern NJ Outreach Scrimmage – PAL Enforcers Site, Egg Harbor, NJ 

• Both Highland Park OWLs and Enforcers hosted Outreach Scrimmages in 2023. We appreciate their support. 

 

• FTCNJ is in process of confirming the Northern NJ Outreach Scrimmage site. The planned date is June 8th. 

• More to come on the Outreach Scrimmages during the next week, including an application link. 
 

Maryland Tech Invitational 

• Good luck to our FTCNJ teams that are participating in the 8th annual Maryland Tech Invitational (MTI).  

• Are you one of them? If so, drop us a line. We’d like to include a listing and to hear about your adventure. 

• The event is being held at Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel, Maryland on June 28th – 30th  
• Good luck to all! 

 

Planning an Outreach? 

• We know that this is the time of year when attention begins to turn to Outreaches and recruitment.  

• Please keep FTCNJ and community informed of your efforts. It may mean extra support for you and inspiration for others.  

• Remember that FTCNJ is always standing by to provide more information and follow-up to your leads.  

• We are happy to credit you and your team as your lead develops into a new participating FTCNJ team. 

• Let’s work together.  
 

The Season Ahead 
Team Registration: 

• FTCNJ has been asked by one of our coaches, …when can teams register for the coming season?? 

• The answer that we received from FIRST is that Team Registration opens on May 14, 2024. 

• This is good news for those with budget funding that they need to use before this school year ends. 

• Looking forward to seeing the re-registrations. 

 

Conference / League Assignments: 

• FTCNJ has completed its annual review of these assignments in order to maintain some size balance within the units. 

• There will be no changes in League assignments from the CenterStage season.  

• Teams may compete in the same League Meet areas as last year. 

• There are a few adjustments to Conference assignments. The only affect will be the February tournaments. 

• As many know, last February a few teams competed in tournaments outside their Conference in order to help assure that all 

of the Conference League Tournaments at season’s end were reasonably comparable in size.  

• The few Conference re-assignments planned rectify that issue and affected teams will be advised this coming week.  

 

https://forms.gle/hG371nsohLNUsaqM7
https://sites.google.com/view/mdtechinvitational/home


 
Competition Venues: 

• We are beginning to plan the new season and are starting to review the dates and venues.  

• As most know, our practice is to reprise events at our successful and generous hosts, whenever possible.  

• Hopefully, avoiding frequent host changes (and event timing) help teams’ planning year-to-year. Consistency. 

• That said, sometimes a new host is needed due to expansion of events or a host needing to step out. 

• If you are a team with interest in hosting, please let us know.  

 

Kick-Off /Game Reveal Events:  

• The traditional Northern NJ Game Reveal at Livingston HS (09/07) has been confirmed. 

• Awaiting confirmation from the host of our Southern NJ Game Reveal event. 

 

August Workshop Days 

• Once again, the late August weekends have been targeted (for the Northern and Southern Workshop Days).  

• One single-day Workshop will be held on Aug 17th or 18th in one region of NJ … while the other will be held on Aug 24th or 25th in 

support of the other half of the NJ. [Awaiting final confirmation from Kean University for the Aug 17th Workshops Day there.] 

• Input  on the Community Survey is helping to firm up the specifics (…along with site availability, of course). 

 

Other Items 
 
FIRST Chesapeake Mentor Conference – May 11th (Virtual – Registration Still Open) 

• FTCNJ was asked to pass along this information about this Pilot Mentor Conference being held by FIRST Chesapeake.  

• Here is a link to the agenda which they have shared for review. The topics look very good.  
(https://gearedupmentorconference2024.sched.com/) 

• Though the Conference is closed, regarding physical attendance, the Conference will be live streamed and 
recorded and they are happy to have mentors from across the country join in.  

 

The FIRST® & U.S. Air Force/U.S. Space Force Leadership Experience – from FIRST “FTC Team Blast” 

• The FIRST & U.S. Air Force/U.S. Space Force Leadership Experience is back for the 12th year. 

• NEW this year, there will be two Leadership Experiences: 

o 🚀 June 23 - 27, 2024 at the Patrick Space Force Base, Florida 

o ✈️ July 21 - 25, 2024 at the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 

• This summer, the U.S. Air Force and U.S. Space Force will be hosting 24 lucky FIRST Tech Challenge and FIRST® Robotics 
Competition Mentors & Coaches per Leadership Experience (must be a K-12 teacher within the continental USA) for a 3-day, 
4-night all-expenses paid trip filled with leadership training, guest speakers, and amazing tours.   

• If interested, submit an application at https://www.airforce.com/leadership by Friday, May 17th for consideration. Good luck!  

 
FTCNJ STEM Girls 

• Use the QR code to opt-in to hear about all of our events and plans for the coming year.  

• Be part of the STEM Girls! 

 
 

 

  

https://gearedupmentorconference2024.sched.com/
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VVpCqJ7-Yxf5W3jWTRc5V3ff6VpK0y35dCCb8N2F3N303qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3nvW89ML1b5N3BpNW2G7lpf4QRCQtW4R5xDj72d1m_W9c-r4M4ddsNwV8zzF55QYWnmW1dM3-J6tYQ48W84xbmx6Sb_yNW5LRT2x5N5T99W3b7LT87g4V5nN8wbj5P9qX7NW6LspS22NwGNjW34h3GM8ChlVpW8rkbXK4mXdMNW811pM95GK3CYMDdj_Ff2T80VRqfQ87F5MhFW2yWyw5988zwpW5TjFwB1hfvkPW4qmN2Y1Ttn3NW4k3N4j89brszW5Z2gGl7vGntzVcl4WQ3Nc1nkW9m2JqX8RZ7YHN3x0z-bG3Bc9f2Zc5-x04

