
TUESDAY NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 24 2023 

 
HEADLINES … On The Horizon! 
 
Dean's List 
The final count of Dean’s List Nominations is 69. 
FTCNJ is gathering Interviewer volunteers, conducting training, and developing the schedule of appointments. 
Appointments will be sent to coaches later this week or early next week. 
 

Coaches & Captains Caucus 

Thanks to all of the student Team Leaders who participated in the January 20th Captains Caucus. 
With the holiday season behind us, we are returning to the schedule of 1st and 3rd Friday of the month. 
The next Coaches Caucus is Friday (02/03) and the next Captains Caucus is Friday (02/17). 
 
 

LEAGUES, CONFERENCES & TEAMS 
 

Season Plan –  Conferences 

There are 4 Leagues in FTCNJ with each comprised of 2 Conferences of 20-25 teams, organized by county.  
All teams in a League may compete at any Meet within that League, regardless of Conference. 
Only in February’s League Tournaments must teams play only at their Conference’s season-ending tournament. 
 
Information on all teams’ League and Conference assignment is available via the Team Pin Map on the FTCNJ website. 
For those interested in whom they will be competing against in February, that information appears event by event on the 
FTCNJ website’s “Event Information” page.  
  
POWERPLAY Season Team Registration ... 177 Teams, including 16 First Year Teams 
 

WELCOME Rookie Teams! 
 

•       A big WELCOME to our 16 brand new teams, below. 

o    22822 (Yellow Jackets) - Hackensack 

o    22810 (Pequaautobots) – Pompton Plains 

o    22704 (Robo-Redwings) - Hoboken 
o    22504 (STEM Robotics) – South Orange 

o    22348 (Minds of Steel) - Robbinsville 

o    22261 (Hornet Blue) - Holmdel 
o    22219 (MORT JR) – Budd Lake 

o    22062 (Cyber-Tigers) - Tenafly 

o    22050 (Pirate Robotics) – Egg Harbor City 
o    21995 (Aquinas Trojans) - Edison 

o    21807 (Incinerators) – Edison 

o    21767 (Quadra) - Edison 

o    21630 (Argonauts) - Somerset 
o    21505 (HHS Robotics FTC Raiders) - Hillsborough 

o    21480 (C3 Loco-Motors) - Elmer 

o    21226 (RoboRaiders) - Hillsborough 

  



COMPETITION NEWS 

Past Weekend’s Meets: 
 
Chatham High School (Upper Central League) Meet held on Saturday, 01/21 

The Chatham Cougars and //Cougars did a great job of hosting this Saturday event. 
Once again, being a January Saturday, the event included Practice Interviews. 
There was enough time and staffing to present Award Certificates… including Scripts. 
At day’s end, here are League standings: 
   
Upper Central League Rankings…. 
#1-9889 (Cruise Control) 
#2-7350 (Watt’s NXT?) 
#3-10096 (Those Guys) 
#4-12116 (Redbots) 
#5-9853 (Chatham Cougars) 
 

Blair Academy hosted the Period #3 (Northern League) Sunday Meet, 01/22 

FTCNJ was delighted to return to Blair Academy and to their spacious Field House for this event. 
The large ~24 team event included Alliance Selection and Elimination Matches. 
Blair Academy did a great job with set-up / tear-down and covered all Queuing and Reset needs.  
Following this Meet, here are the League standings: 
  
Northern League Rankings…. 
#1-247 (Reboot) 
#2-7026 (JDroids) 
#3-12636 (IHA Blue Eagles) 
#4-11456 (Blair Academy) 
#5-207 (Critical Mass) 
 

Note: All League Rankings can be found at:     ftc-events.firstinspires.org 

 

Next Up ... Period #3 wraps-up the Meet Season This Weekend! 
 

Saturday, January 28th – Southern League Meet at Stuart Country Day School 
After a hiatus of several year, Stuart is once again serving as Meet host at their Princeton facility. 
Their main gym will hold the competition fields while the pits are located in an adjacent smaller gym. 
We’ve held many events at this location over the year; this is the first event to include Practice Interviews. 
 

Sunday, January 29th  – Northeast Edge League Meet at Livingston High School (LHS) 
There are only a handful of hosts who have been around since the start of FTCNJ over 15 years ago. 
Livingston is one of the oldest host sites in existence. They’ve hosted all types of events over many seasons. 
Many know LHS as Northern Kick Off host. They’ve also hosted Qualifiers, L/T’s, Scrimmages and Outreaches. 
We are looking forward to the 24-team Meet with Alliance Selection and Elimination Matches. 
 

League Tournament Season (Feb) 
In-Person Judging at all eight League Tournaments 

Promote and Compass Awards included in the State Championship, not at League Tournaments 

 
World Championship Allocations 

New Jersey has been allocated three advancements to the World Championships in April (Houston) 
 
 
  

  

http://ftc-events.firstinspires.org/


FIRST NEWS …Other News 

 

Tech Video Series: Control Hub and Connecting Electronics 

An new series of videos that take teams through the journey of connecting electronics and learning more about their 

control system is now available on Youtube   New Control Hub and Connecting Electronics Videos 

 
FIRST TECH CHALLENGE New Jersey News 

 
Dean’s List Nominations 

Dean’s List interviews are being performed remotely again this year.  
Remote Interviews, themselves, will take place on Wednesday and Thursday evenings during February.  
 
FTCNJ is also reaching out to past DL Interviewers. New Volunteers welcome as well. Orientation Sessions are planned. 
If you are interested in being a Dean's List Interviewer, please contact vfrascella@aol.com 
 
 

In-Person Practice Judge Interviews - at Saturday January Meets 

Judge Interviews are by appointment and take place during the January Saturday Meets concurrent with the Inspection 
Period. Teams can gain experience with a live, in-person, judge interview. Teams may also submit a hard-copy 
Engineering Portfolio for review.  
 
The only feedback provided to teams will be via the official FIRST Feedback Form, within a day or two of the event. While 
Judges may participate in Practice Deliberations (time & resource permitting), there is no promise to issue Award Certs 
from all Practice Interviews. Time and volunteer resource permitting some events will include the Award Certs. 
 
The intent of the Interviews is strictly to provide the experience of facing live judges (with 5 minute Presentation and a 5 
minute Q&A) ... and perhaps a Pit Interview.  
 
Again, we will also be looking to teams to help provide Judge Volunteers for the event at which they participate, or better 
yet, one at which they do not.  
 
 

Video Awards in March 

The Promote Award is given to the Team that is most successful in creating a compelling video message for the public 
designed to change our culture and celebrate science, technology, engineering, and math. Teams must submit a one-
minute-long public service announcement (PSA) video based on the PSA subject for the season. PSA Subject for 2022-
2023 season: “How I learned about FIRST” 

The Compass Award recognizes an adult coach or mentor who has given outstanding guidance and support to a Team 
throughout the year and demonstrates to the Team what it means to be a Gracious Professional. The winner of the 
Compass Award will be chosen from candidates nominated by FIRST Tech Challenge Student Team members, via a 40-
60 second video submission. The video must highlight how their mentor has helped them become an inspirational Team. 
We want to hear what sets the mentor apart. 

For both awards, be sure to review the full requirements in Game Manual Part 1 

Submission instructions will be sent to teams qualifying for the State Championship, but submissions will be due no later 
than March 5th, 2023. 

  

 

  

https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VX97DV6vYWlJW1NKVQB4RdJ4QW4gSXWJ4Tzll1N6tf6Yk3q3pBV1-WJV7CgFgMW31ZHlP3QxCBjW96w4lq3GmBC_W7-Hpdw2WTWCtW1tYBc51XGMYzW4vSjKM2y2WLPVlDxZM7fN5cKVGqVmb85MMN5W6pjhRc1wmZSNW3-j8T38jkxHVW8tJz4L4yN_CDW7M02zn2Pn4x5W8lKNp_2yC-y1W6_fHDR6pGNCxW1md18V7TjkKLW5MPbbL3t9wjqW3ZQKc55Kkh4_W2C2B0Y3k3Lb6V8L3ly374fSHW6bLglT99K8slW7nPfXc3Sn3TNW7WQD8X4k6dBkW7vZ-dg2z1r0JVCGjy396Yh_yW8M9vKg46NccFW6yk_RG9gwNwwW6w7Q9M5qyzSrW1nFbDB58Wm9yW8Bh6WL7SnQ2_N4W2wN94mcJ5W5tZvVP2Q0dR133L31


Coaches Caucus (Rescheduled to January 13th) … ordinarily 1st Friday of the Month 

Due to "Set-Up Night" at Liberty Science Center on Jan 6th, the Coaches Caucus was moved to Friday, January 13th.  
 
Hot topics were Dean’s List, Engineering Portfolio creation approach, and nomination/selection of team leaders for the 
coming season (i.e., doing it now before this season ends). Big thanks to all of the contributing coaches. These coach-to-
coach dialogues are really useful. 
 
Are you a coach who is missing out on these discussions? Join us next time and see what it’s like! 
The next Coaches Caucus is 8pm on February 3rd.   
 
 

 
Captains Caucus (January 20th) … 3rd Friday of the Month 

Coaches should encourage student leaders to attend.  
Notes are distributed to attendees and their coaches following the sessions. 
 
Thanks to all of the Team Leaders who attended the January 20th Captains Caucus. The Breakout Topics for 
January were: (a) Scouting & Alliance Selection, (b) Judging & Engrg Portfolio,  
(c) Mech Design, (d) Autonomous & TBP1 
 
Are you a Student Leader? You should join us on these 3rd Friday of the Month Zooms.      
Coaches should really consider sending their captain(s)!  
There is a lot of very smart and very useful information exchanged. 
 
The next Captains Caucus is 8pm on February 17th 
  
 
 

Beacon Size -  Email Blast from FIRST 

The intent of the beacon construction rules is to have teams build beacons that are clearly visible during gameplay to be 
properly scored by the referees during a match. 
 
If a beacon is constructed too small for a referee to see it, it will not be considered scored, and cannot be disputed after 
the match concludes. It is important to note that the referees must be able to see the beacon. 
 
Please see forum post https://ftc-qa.firstinspires.org/qa/216 for additional information/explanation. 
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