TUESDAY NEWSLETTER — April 30" Edition

Game Reveal for the coming year is Saturday, September 7" (at Noon)

In This Issue:
e Season End-Surveys
e  Off-Season Thoughts
e The Season Ahead

Our 4 FTC New Jersey Teams at FIRST Championship

Congratulations again to our four New Jersey teams that earned their way to the FIRST Championship in Houston.
FTCNJ was proud to be represented by #4215 (Hypnotic Robotics), #7140 (Enforcers), #9848 (GearView) and #11754 (EnergySmart)

CenterStage was an enjoyable and memorable season. Planning for the coming season is underway.

FTCNJ Season-End Surveys

FTCNJ Community Survey
Similar to last season, we are interested in gathering input from all of our Newsletter readers regarding the season just completed
and the plans for the off-season (i.e., Outreaches and Training). Please take a moment to complete the “Community Survey” at

the link given below. All input is appreciated and very welcome.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOMA4tAS-BUK7Ttfmulu8qgrkullRSbtqTZ5JHvCWXE2hfOW g/viewform

Coaches Survey
All of our FTCNJ Coach #1 and Coach #2 persons (in the FIRST database) have been sent the Season-End “Coaches Survey”.

If you are a Coach #1 or Coach #2 and have not received the form, please advise.
Only one response per robotics team/organization is needed, however all responses from coaches are appreciated.

Volunteer Survey
This year, we will also be reaching out to our volunteers about their CenterStage experience.

Did you enjoy your role? Sufficient training and communication? Like to try a new role?
In the coming week, the Volunteer Survey will be sent ... and next week’s Newsletter will include the link for any whom
might miss the email to last season’s volunteers. You are the lifeblood of FTCNJ. We cherish your input and continued help.

Off-Season Thoughts

Beyond “States” — Don’t rush to take that Robot apart!
Now that CenterStage Season is officially over, FTCNJ is already starting to plan the June and August events.

e June (and sometimes July) is home to our 3 Outreach Scrimmages.
o These events partner mentoring tournament teams/bots with rookies/prospects driving loaned training bots.
o New team recruitment is what its all about. Veteran teams can really help here ... and bolster their Connect resume.

e  August is when FTCNJ’s Multi-Track Workshops occur.
o Coaches can distribute their team members among tracks and begin training for Sept’s “Game Reveal”.
o Asusual, we will be reaching out to strong/generous teams to share their knowledge and experience.

All of the above benefit from the presence of teams with working robots.
Come, participate, contribute ...and get more play out of your robot investment. Don’t rush to disassemble your robot.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOM4tAS-BUK7Ttfmu1u8grkuIlRSbtqTZ5JHvCWXE2hfOW_g/viewform

Maryland Tech Invitational

e Good luck to our FTCNJ teams that are participating in the 8th annual Maryland Tech Invitational (MTI).
e Are you one of them? If so, drop us a line. We’d like to include a listing and to hear about your adventure.
[ )

The event is being held at Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel, Maryland on June 28t — 30t
Good luck to all!

Planning an Outreach?
e We know that this is the time of year when attention begins to turn to Outreaches and recruitment.

e  Please keep FTCNJ and community informed of your efforts. It may mean extra support for you and inspiration for others.
e Remember that FTCNJ is always standing by to provide more information and follow-up to your leads.

e We are happy to credit you and your team as your lead develops into a new participating FTCNJ team.

e Let’s work together.

The Season Ahead

¢ Competition Venues:

o We are beginning to plan the new season and are starting to review the dates and venues.

e As most know, our practice is to reprise events at our successful and generous hosts, whenever possible.

¢ Hopefully, avoiding frequent host changes (and event timing) help teams’ planning year-to-year. Consistency.
e That said, sometimes a new host is needed due to expansion of events or a host needing to step out.

e If you are a team with interest in hosting, please let us know.

o Kick-Off /|Game Reveal Events:
e The traditional Northern NJ Game Reveal at Livingston HS (09/07) has been confirmed.
e Awaiting confirmation from the host of our Southern NJ Game Reveal event.

e Auqust Workshop Days:

¢ Once again, the late August weekends have been targeted (for the Northern and Southern Workshop Days).

e One single-day Workshop will be held on Aug 17t or 18™ in one region of NJ ... while the other will be held on Aug
24t or 25t in support of the other half of the NJ.

e Your input on the Community Survey will help to firm up the specifics (...along with site availability, of course).

e June Outreach Scrimmages:
e Similar to Workshops, FTCNJ is looking for community input regarding the best weekends and Sat/Sun preferences.
The 3 Outreach Scrimmages are targeted for three of the following dates ... June 8t, 9th, 22nd 23rd,

Other ltems

FTCNJ STEM Girls
e Use the QR code to opt-in to hear about all of our events and plans for the coming year.
o Be part of the STEM Girls!

Student Association for STEM Advocacy (SASA)
Earlier this year, the DynaBytes provided Information Session on this STEM Advocacy initiative. If you were unable to

attend but would like to learn more about it, here is the link to a recording of the interesting session.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yC5Q4X0dsGOHZ1MPKsY7E-0zb1ujbJ6U/view?usp=drive link

Questions, more info, and registration available at mysasa.org/nac or email staff@mysasa.org.


https://sites.google.com/view/mdtechinvitational/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yC5Q4XOdsGOHZ1MPKsY7E-0zb1ujbJ6U/view?usp=drive_link

