TUESDAY NEWSLETTER — February 13t Edition

In This Issue:

e Results of Week #1 of League Tournament Season

e FIRST’ Championship Registration Deadline

e Captains Caucus — February 16!

e Team sharing CenterStage Simulator using CMU’s “ALICE” (Video/Demo)
e STEM Girls Program — Early Reboot for Next Season!

Dean’s List 84 Dean’s List Semi-Finalists

e Dean’s List Remote Interviews began on February 6™ and will continue through February 21

e Candidates are reminded to register for their Interview asap and obtain their Zoom Access Link.

e Candidates also reminded to have an adult accompany them and to come 10 minutes prior to Interview time.

e Four Finalists from NJ will be announced at the State Championship on March 17*. Good luck to all.
e  Big Thanks to all of our 24 Remote Dean’s List Interviewer Volunteers! We really appreciate your help!

League Tournament Weekend #1 Results

Northern League Tournament: Far North Conference (February 10*")
e Inspire Award Winner: #23268 (Ultraviolet)
e Inspire Award 2" Place: #23375 (RoboRaptors)
e Inspire Award 3 Place: ##8902 (Cosmic Goose)
e Winning Alliance Captain: #23268 (Ultraviolet)
e  Winning Alliance Partner: #23375 (RoboRaptors)
e  Finalist Alliance Captain: #8902 (Cosmic Goose)
e  Finalist Alliance Partner: #23314 (Galactic Pigeon)
e  Think Award Winner: #23375 (RoboRaptors)
e  Connect Award Winner: #7026 (Jdroids)
e Innovate Award Winner: #8902 (Cosmic Goose)
e  Control Award Winner: #14450 (Robo-Rebels)
e  Motivate Award Winner: #248 (Fatal Error)
e  Design Award Winner: #12636 (IHA Blue Eagles)

Southern League Tournament: Upper-South Conference (February 11t)

e Inspire Award Winner: #14481 (Don’t Blink)

e Inspire Award 2"d Place: #23258 (Techno-Verse)
e Inspire Award 3" Place: ##11166 (Big Red)

e  Winning Alliance Captain: #11166 (Big Red)

e  Winning Alliance Partner: #14481 (Don’t Blink)
e  Finalist Alliance Captain: #22348 (Reapr)

e  Finalist Alliance Partner: #3944 (Team Mercury)
e  Think Award Winner: #23258 (Techno-Verse)

e  Connect Award Winner: #4936 (Sparks)

e Innovate Award Winner: #19735 (Hornet Silver)
e  Control Award Winner: #11166 (Control)

e  Motivate Award Winner: #21852 (I swear it worked last night)
e  Design Award Winner: #22261 (Hornet Blue)




Judges Still Needed — Tournament Season

Judge volunteers are still needed to support the League Tournaments taking place now.

If you are an adult mentor, coach, or interested party, consider being a judge. Yes, there is training involved. Yes, there
is a commitment of some of your time. But remember that all of it is for a worthy cause... our young people!

Naturally, volunteers will not be interviewing/judging students with whom they are affiliated. And, ...your most helpful
contribution is made by coming to a event NOT attended by your team to lend a hand. Look around. You see other folks
volunteering. Consider joining in. Contact vfrascella@aol.com

The League Tournaments Continue!

. 02/17/24 Northeast Edge League (South Essex Conference); Millburn High School, 462 Millburn Avenue, Millburn, NJ

. 02/18/24 Northeast Edge League (Northeast Conference): Perfect Swarm @ Bayonne High School, 669 Ave “A”, Bayonne, NJ

. 02/24/24 Southern League (Deep South Conference); North Burlington County Middle School, 160 Mansfield Rd East, Columbus, N/
. 02/25/24 Northern League (East Bergen Conference); Emerson Jr. Sr. High School, 131 Main St, Emerson, NJ

. 03/02/24 Upper Central League (Morris County Conference); Delbarton School, 230 Mendham Road, Morristown, NJ

® 03/03/24 Upper Central League (Central); Kean University, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ

League Tournament Week #1
Two Northeast Edge Conference Tournaments

e  On Saturday, February 17t", Millburn High School will be the site of our next League Tournament of the
CenterStage Season. Eighteen teams from the South Essex Conference of the Northeast Edge League will
compete for five advancement slots to the State Championship on March 17",

e On Sunday, February 18, six advancement slots will be up for grabs and twenty teams
from the Northeast Conference of the Northeast Edge League will head to Bayonne High School to
battle it out at ... “The Perfect Swarm”.

Reminder ... Invitations to League Tournaments

e  Your team need not apply for their Conference’s end-of-season League Tournament

e  Teams are automatically invited to their tournament. The attached Executive Summary shows Conference make-up.

e  Prior to the Tournament, teams receive a Reminder Invitation and Request for Confirmation / Headcount Estimate. The latter, of
course, helps with final planning of food, staffing and spaces for the event.

Inclement Weather Policy
FTCNJ does not typically cancel Meets unless the school/venue shuts down use of the facility.

Updates are provided to teams via the email address that was used for Event Registration and the address to which the
event’s Information Packet was sent. FTCNJ also provides an update on Website & Facebook page.

A Status Update will be provided on the night before the event and another very early on the next morning (~5am).
Of course, if a school/venue makes a decision to cancel the event, FTCNJ will notify all teams immediately.

Teams/coaches are encouraged to use their own judgement regarding travel to the venue. We know that the situations
are different (weatherwise and road-maintenance-wise) in different parts of the state.

Regarding lost matches ...
o Teams in NJ are provided 3 opportunities to compete, plus bonus bids, in order to gather their 10 best matches.

o If ateam decides against coming to an event, they give up one opportunity. Safety should always be first priority.

o If weather is so severe that the entire event is cancelled, FTCNJ will endeavor to insert a make-up event.
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Final FTCNJ Meet Rankings — Top 5 Teams in each League

Upper-Central League Rankings following the Meet of January 20"

. Team 7350 Watt’s NXT? Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 60.3 Tie Breaker-2: 38.5
. Team 21226 RoboRaiders Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 54.1 Tie Breaker-2: 48.0
. Team 755 Delbotics Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 51.4 Tie Breaker-2: 48.5
. Team 23786 MakEMinds Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 50.1 Tie Breaker-2: 41.0
. Team 23216 Cybernauts Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 45.9 Tie Breaker-2: 25.5

Northern League Rankings following the Meet of January 21

. Team 247 Reboot Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 56.0 Tie Breaker-2: 35.5
. Team 23268 Ultraviolet Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 46.0 Tie Breaker-2: 46.5
. Team 23375 Robo Raptors Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 44.8 Tie Breaker-2: 58.5
. Team 248 Fatal Error Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 39.5 Tie Breaker-2: 30.5
. Team 8902 Cosmic Goose Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 38.5 Tie Breaker-2: 48.5

Northeast Edge Rankings following the Meet of January 28"

. Team 10785 Highlanders Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 51.8 Tie Breaker-2: 33.5
. Team 12806 Roboken Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 48.3 Tie Breaker-2: 18.0
. Team 11180 Beaks n Bolts Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 45.7 Tie Breaker-2: 38.5
. Team 23650 MillburnX Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 36.9 Tie Breaker-2: 18.0
. Team 5968 WR That Hertz Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 25.5 Tie Breaker-2: 21.5

Southern Rankings following the Meet of January 27t

. Team 17036 Robotech Anomaly Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 66.6 Tie Breaker-2: 54.5
. Team 18241 Outer Galaxy Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 63.3 Tie Breaker-2: 50.0
. Team 9533 Bravenators Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 58.5 Tie Breaker-2: 42.5
. Team 9848 GearView Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 55.8 Tie Breaker-2: 52.0
. Team 13747 Techtronic Challengers Ranking Points: 2.0 Tie Breaker-1: 49.8 Tie Breaker-2: 41.5

Interested in finding your Team’s Final Ranking?
Goto webpage ftc-events.firstinspires.org
o Select “New Jersey” as the Region in the box at the top of the webpage.
Know in which of the four NJ Leagues your Team competes.
= NJLeague Meets have Period # and League in their Title
Find the most recently completed Meet in your Team’s League and click on that Meet Title.
Click on the “League Rankings” button and up will come the results you wish to see
Check out the Top-5 Ranked Teams in each of our four Leagues in New Jersey ... on the next page

Event Listings / Participating Teams List
e  The “Event Information” page on the FTCNJ website is updated on Tuesdays and Fridays. All events are listed.
e Accepted Teams are listed in numeric order. Wait Listed Teams are in priority order. Any open issues are flagged.
D Here’s the direct link to the “Event Information” webpage. https://www.newjerseyftc.com/upcoming-events.html

FIRST’ Championship Registration Deadlines
e This season, teams will need to secure payment for the FIRST’ Championship by March 22nd. After this date,
unsecured teams will be dropped and the next eligible team from that region will automatically be invited.
e After April 9th*, any unsecured slots will be reallocated by HQ based on team proximity and ability to travel.
o  If your team advances to the FTC New Jersey State Championship and you believe that you have
a good chance of advancing to Houston, consider now how you would quickly pay the FIRST fee.
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CAPTAINS CAUCUS .... Next Meeting is February 16"

e  We were delighted to see 27 Team Leaders register for the Friday January 19t Zoom session ... the MOST EVER!
e Notes and recording of the Caucus were sent to the participants. Hoping for another great turnout on February 16t.

° Registration Link for the Feb 16" Caucus: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkcOugqTspHdLUeETgdu5AmRPeqyhb6sP6

Johnson & Johnson Internships (Locations include Raritan, New Jersey)

“The J&J Engineering Summer Internship Program is an 8-week internship experience targeted to rising first-year college students who have
participated in the FIRST Robotics program during high school and are pursuing STEM course of study at the university level. Internships are
hosted in J&IJ sites across the US and will support either the Supply Chain or Research & Development functions.”
https://jobs.jnj.com/en/jobs/2306156083w/first-robotics-internship-summer-2024-multiple-locations,

TEAM NEWS

As always, FTCNJ is happy to publish information shared by our teams regarding their outreaches or no-fee events. See below.

Simulator — Offer & Demo (Team #21852)

Team #21852 made “FTC Wonderland” as a tool for simulating the “Center Stage” in order to streamline the strategizing process.

They used this tool to properly strategize, trying to make plans more concrete and discard abstract ideas. They used the programming platform
“ALICE,” developed by Carnegie Mellon. This free and easy to learn software allowed Team #21852 to swiftly recreate the “Center Stage” and
strategize based on a visual representation as opposed to relying on memory and basic diagrams. The software also allows for block coding and
Java, depending on user preference. “FTC Wonderland” will be shared with the source code for anyone to modify, expand, or spread. For more
information, feel free to contact #21852 at: weihsing.wang@prismsus.org

Introduction Video
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HpsG2XQYmH7ly-HoKB6jiq43tDMn9WOm/view?usp=drive_link

Demonstration Video (from February 8th)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nYiXNdPYQvhNRqvvVoV4iyCWIAo7WO0eX/view?usp=drive_link

Student Association for STEM Advocacy (SASA)

Thanks to all who attended the February 2" Information Session on this very worthwhile STEM Advocacy initiative. If you were unable to attend
but would like to learn more about it, here is the link to a recording of the interesting session.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yC5Q4X0dsGOHZ1MPKsY7E-0zb1ujbl6U/view?usp=drive_link

PO N] STEM Girle are Coming
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(We are Forming a Working Group)

A working group is being formed to reach out to potential members/mentors/coaches, plan future
activities, update the NJ FTC website on the program and more...to help plcm for a successful
start next year.

NJ STEM Girls humbly request all Female Coaches to please join and support us “ 'L.J ;-l-"‘“-"
by clicking on the QR code (to the right) or by accessing the “Contact Us” pull- E—b :3¢ :g
down on the STEM Girls page on the FTCNJ website: -Ll r iJ L ,-1
https//www.newjerseyftc.com/nj-stem-girls. htm/ E]ﬁ;r ) n..;.:’_, g

Help us Relaunch the initiative!
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