TUESDAY NEWSLETTER = JANUARY 10 2023

HEADLINES ... On The Horizon!

Dean's List Nominator Orientation Zoom

The final Orientation Session for coaches is this Wednesday at 7pm.

Registration Link for Jan 11" Zoom: nups:iusozweb zoom.us/imeeting/register/tzMrde6rrzauGIWNWEUDGaWBIKI7TESVSIOL
If insufficient registration, the session will be cancelled.

Remote Practice Interviews

Aside from last week’s Newsletter, all coaches have been sent a reminder about the deadline.
Registration for Remote Practice Interviews closes at the end of this evening, January 10%".

At least 18 teams have already registered. There is no possibility of cancellation.

Here again in the Registration Link: https:/uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tzYvdOqgrz4rEtAOgUbp6wUFN4K 1JQFE9b Tz

Dean's List Nomination Submittal Deadline
IMPORTANT: Nominations must be submitted to FIRST by Sunday, January 15!

LEAGUES, CONFERENCES & TEAMS

Season Plan — Conferences

There are 4 Leagues in FTCNJ with each comprised of 2 Conferences of 20-25 teams, organized by county. All teams in
a League may compete at any Meet within that League, regardless of Conference.

Only in February’s League Tournaments must teams play only at their Conference’s season-ending tournament.

Information on all teams’ League and Conference assignment is available via the Team Pin Map on the FTCNJ website.
For those interested in whom they will be competing against in February, that information appears event by event on the

FTCNJ website’s “Event Information” page.

POWERPLAY Season Team Registration ... 176 Teams, including 16 First Year Teams

WELCOME Rookie Teams!

A big WELCOME to our 16 brand new teams, below.
22822 (Yellow Jackets) - Hackensack

22810 (Pequaautobots) — Pompton Plains

22704 (Robo-Redwings) - Hoboken

22504 (STEM Robotics) — South Orange

22348 (Minds of Steel) - Robbinsville

22261 (Hornet Blue) - Holmdel

22219 (MORT JR) — Budd Lake

22062 (Cyber-Tigers) - Tenafly

22050 (Pirate Robotics) — Egg Harbor City

21995 (Aquinas Trojans) - Edison

21807 (Incinerators) — Edison

21767 (Quadra) - Edison

21630 (Argonauts) - Somerset

21505 (HHS Robotics FTC Raiders) - Hillsborough
21480 (C3 Loco-Motors) - Elmer

21226 (RoboRaiders) - Hillsborough
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COMPETITION NEWS

Past Weekend’s Meets:

Liberty Science Center (Northern League) Meet held on Saturday, 01/07
Thanks to great folks at LSC the use of their facility and all of their support.

The Jdroids (#7026) served as Team Host and supplied all student volunteers.

Our competing teams had a super day on the Fields before the LSC crowds.

Almost all teams participated in Practice Interviews, and even Pit Interviews!

The day’s Closing Ceremony include Field Awards and Judge Award Certificates.

At day’s end, here are League standings:

Northern League Rankings....
#1-247 (Reboot)

#2-7026 (Jdroids)

#3-4215 (Hypnotic Robotics)
#4-13617 (Bectobots)
#5-11456 (Blair Academy)

Pingry School hosted the Period #3 (Upper-Central League) Sunday Meet, 01/08
The Field House at Pingry School’s Basking Ridge location was site of this successful Meet.
Teams had use of the facility’s very spacious double-gym that included a separate Practice Field.
Pingry personnel, like so many of our host teams, did a great job with set-up and tear-down.
Students from the school also covered all of the Queuing and Field Reset needs.

This Meet also included the season’s first Alliance Selection and Elimination Matches. Exciting!
Following this Meet, here are the League standings:

Upper-Central League Rankings....
#1-7350 (Watt’s NXT?)

#2-9889 (Cruise Control)

#3-10096 (Those Guys)

#4-12116 (Redbots)

#5-11697 (TECH-tonic)

Note: All League Rankings can be found at:  fic-events.firstinspires.org

Next Up ... Period #3 will reach Mid-Point!

Saturday, January 14th — Northeast Edge Meet at Millburn High School
After a few years hiatus, FTCNJ is delighted to return to Millburn for an event there.
This will be a fairly small Meet ... with about 15 teams but will include Practice Interviews!

Sunday, January 15th — Southern Meet at Eqg Harbor P.A.L. Facility

The Enforcers are once again hosting a League Meet at their impressive Recreation Facility.
Recall, this was site of Turnpike Division of the State Championship as we returned from COVID.
We are looking forward to the 24-team Meet with Alliance Selection and Elimination Matches.

League Tournament Season (Feb)
In-Person Judging at all eight League Tournaments
Promote and Compass Awards included in the State Championship, not at League Tournaments

World Championship Allocations
New Jersey has been allocated three advancements to the World Championships in April (Houston)



http://ftc-events.firstinspires.org/

FIRST NEWS ...Other News

Tech Video Series: Control Hub and Connecting Electronics
An new series of videos that take teams through the journey of connecting electronics and learning more about their
control system is now available on Youtube New Control Hub and Connecting Electronics Videos

Engineers Week at Liberty Science Center : Message from Livingston Robotics Club

Happy New Year from the Livingston Robotics Club! Congratulations on your achievements in the 2022-2023 season. On
behalf of Livingston Robotics Club and the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), your team is cordially invited to the
15+ Annual Engineers Week FIRST Robotics Exhibition at the Liberty Science Center (LSC), which will be held on
President’'s Day Monday, February 20, 2023 from 700 AM to 5:00 PM.

This is a wonderful opportunity to connect with other teams in a non-competitive way, while conducting outreach to LSC’s
4000 daily visitors. This is one of the most prominent and highly-anticipated annual outreach events for NJ robotics teams.
As a volunteer exhibitor, your team will be presenting the 2022-2023 FTC Robot game and demonstrating your robot on the
FTC game field. Your efforts to promote STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) will inspire a new generation

of ChangeMakers.

We have spots for four FTC teams.
Spots are allocated based on the following criteria: 1) team’s performance this season 2) the team’s ability to
effectively engage with young families that are not familiar with competitive robotics.

Interested teams should submit a short application at:
https://forms.gle/5SM3jacwUYyH73tZj7

Each team can receive up to 6 free General Admission tickets for coaches and students. Parking at the LSC lot is $10/car.
Alternatively, there is $3.45/day parking at the “Liberty State Park Park & Ride” (Daily Lot on the left when you enter). This
lot is 1 block away and is a 4 minute walk from Liberty Science Center.
https://www.njtransit.com/station/liberty-state-park-light-rail-station

All attending team members should wear team shirts. Each coach should be responsible for team member’s whereabouts,
safety, and belongings. Free pizza lunch will be provided by ASCE for official volunteers only. An unsecured room is
available to store belongings. Please bring your own extension cords, power strips, laptops, and projectors.

Please also note, that being a science center, all attendees will be required to follow LSC’s COVID guidelines at the time of
the event. Due to the ever changing nature of the COVID risk, this may include proof of vaccination, masking, social
distancing, or even a reduction in the number of teams or team members allowed into the facility.

Please contact BLam60@Gmail.com with any questions.

See photos and video of the past LSC Eweek Exhibitions.
We look forward to hearing from you and seeing you soon. Thanks!

Sincerely,

Bill Lam, 917.859.7883
Livingston Robotics Club
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FIRST TECH CHALLENGE New Jersey News

Dean’s List Nominations — Jan 15" DEADLINE!!

Similar to last season, Dean’s List interviews are being performed remotely again this year. FIRST has been advised that
our Dean’s List “remote event” is February 15", That allows us to conduct interviews throughout February. It also means
Coaches must submit their DL Nominations by the 15™" day of the preceding month (i.e., January 15"). Remote
Interviews, themselves, will take place on Wednesday and Thursday evenings during February.

DL Info is on the FIRST website: FirsT Robotics Competition Deans List Award Guide.pdf (firstinspires.org)
Hopefully, coaches/teams are already working on their Dean's List nominations. (Two are allowed per team). Similar to
last season, DL Nomination Orientation sessions are offered to provide live information and tips.

Thanks to Coach/Mentors Jim N, Katherine R, Liz G and Kathy R who conducted the Jan 4" Session and provide
many useful tips to our attendees. One more session is planned for Jan 11" if there is sufficient interest by noon

on Weds. Below is the Registration Link for the Weds 7pm session as we make this “last call”.
https://lus02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrde6rrzguGOWNW5uDGaWBIxf7ESV|StQ1

FTCNJ is also reaching out to past DL Interviewers. New Volunteers welcome as well. Orientation Sessions are planned.
If you are interested in being a Dean's List Interviewer, please contact virascella@aol.com

In-Person Practice Judge Interviews - at Saturday January Meets

Judge Interviews will be by appointment and will take place during the January Saturday Meets concurrent with the
Inspection Period. Teams can gain experience with a live, in-person, judge interview. Teams may also submit a hard-copy
Engineering Portfolio for review.

The only feedback provided to teams will be via the official FIRST Feedback Form, within a day or two of the event. While
Judges may participate in Practice Deliberations (time & resource permitting), there is no intent to issue Award Certs from
the Practice Interviews.

The intent of the Interviews is strictly to provide the experience of facing live judges (with 5 minute Presentation and a 5
minute Q&A) ... and perhaps a Pit Interview.

Teams who have been confirmed for Saturday Meets are being asked for a decision on Practice Interview participation.
We really need to know the level of interest.

Again, we will also be looking to teams to help provide Judge Volunteers for the event at which they participate, or better
yet, one at which they do not.

Remote Practice Judge Interviews - January 17th
Announced in previous Newsletters, teams not attending a January Saturday Meet may participate Remote Practice
Interviews. Remember that February League Tournament Judging is in-person this year!

A 2-hour block of time (7pm-9pm) will be seen when you register. Teams will be assigned their 10-minute appointment.

Optionally, Engrg Portfolio's may also be uploaded for review. Feedback will be via the official FIRST Feedback Form
within a day or two of interview night.

While Judges may participate in Remote Practice Deliberations on the following night, there is no intent to issue Awards
from the Practice Events. The intent of the Remote Interviews is strictly to provide the experience of facing live judges
(with 5-minute Presentation and a 5 minute Q&A).

As announced, January 10" is the Deadline for coaches to register their team.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/reqgister/tZYvdOqgrz4rEtAOqUbp6WUEN4K1JQFE9b Tz



https://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/frc/game-and-season-info/awards/2023/FIRST_Robotics_Competition_Deans_List_Award_Guide.pdf

Coaches Caucus (Rescheduled to January 13th) ... ordinarily 1st Friday of the Month

Due to "Set-Up Night" at Liberty Science Center on January 6th, the Coaches Caucus is being moved to Friday, January
13th.

Thanks to the Coaches who participated in December's Caucus. Topics of interest were Event Experiences and
Challenges ....and Dean’s List.

Are you a coach who is missing out on these discussions? Join us next time and see what it’s like!

The next Coaches Caucus is 8pm on January 13,
Registration Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIkdu6tpjgsHdeH3pp4L LIWWUQexnBEbp7

Captains Caucus (January 20th) ... 3@ Friday of the Month
Coaches should encourage student leaders to attend.
Notes are distributed to attendees and their coaches following the sessions.

Are you a Student Leader? You should join us on these 3 Friday of the Month Zooms.
Coaches should really consider sending their captain(s)!
There is a lot of very smart and very useful information exchanged.

Breakout Topics for January: (a) Scouting & Alliance Selection, (b) Judging & Engrg Portfolio,
(c) Mech Design, (d) Autonomous & TBP1

Time be blocked out at the end of each 2023 Caucus to solicit topics for subsequent session.

Due to the Holidays, the next Captains Caucus is 8pm on January 20th.
Registration Link: https://lus02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZckd Omtqj4uG90Oms9UTWBK BPONUGZzpsZkOK

Beacon Size - Email Blast from FIRST
The intent of the beacon construction rules is to have teams build beacons that are clearly visible during gameplay to be
properly scored by the referees during a match.

If a beacon is constructed too small for a referee to see it, it will not be considered scored, and cannot be disputed after
the match concludes. It is important to note that the referees must be able to see the beacon.

Please see forum post https://ftc-ga.firstinspires.org/qa/216 for additional information/explanation.
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