
TUESDAY NEWSLETTER – April 23rd Edition 
Game Reveal for the coming year is Saturday, September 7th (at Noon) 

 

In This Issue: 

• FIRST Championship 

• CenterStage Season Thoughts 

• Off-Season Thoughts 

• The Season Ahead 

 

 

Our 4 FTC New Jersey Teams at FIRST Championship 
 

Congratulations again to our four New Jersey teams that earned their way to the FIRST Championship in Houston. 

FTCNJ was proud to be represented by #4215 (Hypnotic Robotics), #7140 (Enforcers), #9848 (GearView) and #11754 (EnergySmart) 

 

CenterStage was an enjoyable and memorable season.  

 

One of our early memories is the new September Start-Up events and the one hosted by #11754 (EnergySmart). 

It was at the EnergySmart event where our host demonstrated robot hanging for the first time this season.  

Team #11754 was also so open in sharing the details of their drone launching design plans, …a new design challenge for all.  

We really appreciate the community spirit of EnergySmart and were delighted to see them at the FIRST Championship event.  

 

Team #9848 (GearView) also participated in their first Championship event in Houston. It was great to have them there. 

They are one of several teams that is really building a very strong FTC Program in southern New Jersey.  

In addition to hosting a Practice Day and Mid-Season Meet, Team #9848 has provided terrific firsthand help to a number of teams.  

We were delighted, but not totally surprised to see GearView be announced as the winner of their Division’s CONNECT Award. 

 

As most know, Team #7149 (Enforcers) have earned their way to FIRST Championship a number of times over the years. 

This season was unique in that so many of their team members were new. Despite the challenge, they were in Houston again. 

Notably, it was field play at the State Championship, and throughout the season, that propelled Enforcers to Championship. 

That fact bodes well for Team #7149. They have a good number of strong new people to continue their tradition of excellence.  

 

Another team making its first appearance at the FIRST Championship was Team #4215 (Hypnotic Robotics) of River Dell HS. 

Their robot performed very well all season and matched up well against the opponents in Houston.  

Though we were busy with Pit Admin and Volunteers, Pat and I would check the ranking occasionally during the event.  

It was neat to see Team #4215 ranked so high in their Division. In the end, they earned Finalist Alliance Captain! 

 

Repeating the earlier comment, we are very proud of all 4 teams for their Championship appearance and what they did to earn it. 

 

CenterStage Season Thought 

 

FTCNJ Season-End  Survey 

Similar to last season, we will shortly be polling coaches (and newsletter readers) about the season just completed. 

Next week’s Newsletter will include a link to the survey (in addition to the survey that we send to all coaches). 

 

Respondents will identify themselves as coach, student, interested party … Everyone’s input is welcome.  

Please watch for the survey and participate when it comes. Looking forward to your input  

 

Coaches are encouraged to also participate in the FIRST HQ Coach Survey (above), of course. 

 



Off-Season Thoughts 
 

Beyond “States” – Don’t rush to take that Robot apart! 
Now that CenterStage Season is officially over, FTCNJ is already starting to plan the May, June and August events. 

• May is traditionally home to the “Extreme Game” … in this case “Extreme CenterStage” 

o Standard CenterStage is competed in the morning and twisted Extreme Rules are announced at lunchtime. 

o While fun and re-use is one goal of these events, the other is recruiting new members and mentors. Staying strong. 

• June (and sometimes July) is home to our 3 Outreach Scrimmages. 

o These events partner mentoring tournament teams/bots with rookies/prospects driving loaned training bots.  

o New team recruitment is what its all about. Veteran teams can really help here … and bolster their Connect resume. 

• August is when FTCNJ’s Multi-Track Workshops occur. 

o Coaches can distribute their team members among tracks and begin training for Sept’s “Game Reveal”. 

o As usual, we will be reaching out to strong/generous teams to share their knowledge and experience. 

All of the above benefit from the presence of teams with working robots.  

Come, participate, contribute ...and get more play out of your robot investment. Don’t rush to disassemble your robot.  

 

Maryland Tech Invitational 
• Good luck to our FTCNJ teams that are participating in the 8th annual Maryland Tech Invitational (MTI).  

• Are you one of them? If so, drop us a line. We’d like to include a listing and to hear about your adventure. 

• The event is being held at Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel, Maryland on June 28th – 30th  
• Good luck to all! 

 
 

Planning an Outreach? 
• We know that this is the time of year when attention begins to turn to Outreaches and recruitment.  

• Please keep FTCNJ and community informed of your efforts. It may mean extra support for you and inspiration for others.  

• Remember that FTCNJ is always standing by to provide more information and follow-up to your leads.  

• We are happy to credit you and your team as your lead develops into a new participating FTCNJ team. 

• Let’s work together.  
 

The Season Ahead 
• We are beginning to plan the new season and are starting to review the dates and venues.  

• As most know, our practice is to reprise events at our successful and generous hosts, whenever possible.  

• Hopefully, avoiding frequent host changes (and event timing) help teams’ planning year-to-year. Consistency. 

• That said, sometimes a new host is needed due to expansion of events or a host needing to step out. 

• If you are a team with interest in hosting, please let us know.  

• We are developing a list of key requirements (Many are obvious) to be shared with any interested parties.  

• A change being made next season is to alternate Division Meets a bit more. Some were closer than desired.  

• More planning to be done … and influenced by the coming survey input.  
 

FTCNJ STEM Girls 

• Use the QR code to opt-in to hear about all of our events and plans for the coming year.  

• Be part of the STEM Girls! 

 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/mdtechinvitational/home


Happenings! 
 

FTC at New Jersey Devils Night (April 7th) 
• Kudo’s to the 3 organizations that participated in this unique Outreach prior to the New Jersey Devils Game. 

 

• Our supporters were: Ridge Robotics, Glen Rock FTC (Cosmic Goose, Galactic Pigeon) and Techno-Verse. 
All brought display items. 
 

• Teams engaged the crowd and shared information about FTC. Meanwhile, we held a demo/game. 

• Young audience members became “human players”, presenting pixels to hungry bots.  

• Three robots competed a time, …scoring pixels on a set of 3 Backdrops at the back of the playing area. 

• At game’s end, three robots could shoot their drone at their Backdrop for points, before reaching up to hand 
from the modified truss system (which could support three robots, side-by-side)  
 

• The crowd enjoyed the show, “human players” earned prizes, and folks learned about FIRST Tech Challenge!  
 
 

Student Association for STEM Advocacy (SASA) 
 

Earlier this year, the DynaBytes provided Information Session on this STEM Advocacy initiative. If you were unable to 

attend but would like to learn more about it, here is the link to a recording of the interesting session.   
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yC5Q4XOdsGOHZ1MPKsY7E-0zb1ujbJ6U/view?usp=drive_link  

 

The 11th Annual National Advocacy Conference (SASA) is being held in June. For over a decade, robotics teams have 

been advocating together in DC. Students will learn how to talk to members of Congress through interactive, fun, and 

targeted training on June 23 and 24, and network with other teams from across the country.  

 

Teams attend scheduled meetings on June 25 to build meaningful, lasting relationships with members of Congress.  

 

Teams will promote robotics and STEM education on behalf of every student in America. Team can join this once-in-a-

lifetime experience that encourages participants to learn about advocacy, meet other students committed to change, and 

make a national impact.  

 

Questions, more info, and registration available at mysasa.org/nac or email staff@mysasa.org. Registration is now open! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yC5Q4XOdsGOHZ1MPKsY7E-0zb1ujbJ6U/view?usp=drive_link

