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FTCNJ Period #2 Halfway Point Reached Already!  Meet Season is Half-Over! 
• We are halfway through the Meet Season and, after this weekend, we enter Period #3!  

• The season’s flying by! Check out the attachment. Already, 29 of the season’s 48 events have been held. Thanks, 

Volunteers!  

 

• On Saturday, December 9th Timothy Christian FTC and Watt NXT put on an Upper Central Meet. This was the first 

time that FTCNJ held an event at Timothy Christian School since the pandemic! So glad to be back! Thanks, TCS!  

 

• River Dell High School was the site of Sunday’s (December 10th) Northern League Meet. The host was able to 

nudge the capacity to 26 teams and let a few more teams participate. Per usual, all of our teams and volunteers 

did a terrific job. The day ended  ahead of schedule (which helped deal with the stormy weather). Great work! 

 

 

Upper-Central League Rankings following the December 9th Meet 
• Team 21226 RoboRaiders Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 49.8  Tie Breaker-2: 42.0 

• Team 7350 Watt’s NXT? Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 47.7  Tie Breaker-2: 31.0 

• Team 23786 MakEMinds Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 47.5  Tie Breaker-2: 37.0 

• Team 23216 Cybernauts Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 40.1  Tie Breaker-2: 23.0 

• Team 755 Delboticss  Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 38.5  Tie Breaker-2: 40.5 

 

Northern League Rankings following the December 10th Meet 
• Team 247 Reboot  Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 51.6  Tie Breaker-2: 26.0 

• Team 8902 Cosmic Goose Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 26.5  Tie Breaker-2: 47.5 

• Team 207 Critical Mass Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 24.0  Tie Breaker-2: 39.5 

• Team 13048 Absolute Zero Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 20.6  Tie Breaker-2: 53.0 

• Team 23314 Galactic Pigeon Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 18.8  Tie Breaker-2: 23.5 

 

Northeast Edge Rankings following the December 2nd Saturday Meet 
• Team 23650 MillburnX  Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 36.4  Tie Breaker-2: 12.0 

• Team 11180 Beaks n Bolts Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 34.6  Tie Breaker-2: 35.5 

• Team 12806 Roboken  Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 33.0  Tie Breaker-2: 20.0 

• Team 10785 Highlanders Ranking Points: 1.8  Tie Breaker-1: 33.9  Tie Breaker-2: 29.5 

• Team 7959 Cougar Cubs Ranking Points: 1.8  Tie Breaker-1: 11.6  Tie Breaker-2: 16.0 

 

Southern Rankings following the December 3rd Sunday Meet 
• Team 18241 Outer Galaxy Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 48.6  Tie Breaker-2: 32.0 

• Team 23258 Techno-Verse Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 26.5  Tie Breaker-2: 20.0 

• Team 21856 I swear it worked… Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 25.6  Tie Breaker-2: 20.0 

• Team 11166 Big Red Robotics Ranking Points: 1.8  Tie Breaker-1: 23.1  Tie Breaker-2: 36.5 

• Team 9533 Bravenators Ranking Points: 1.6  Tie Breaker-1: 39.5  Tie Breaker-2: 23.0 

 

Coming Up This “CenterStage” Weekend 
 

• On Saturday, December 16th, there will be 28 Southern League teams competing at Clearview Regional High 

School in Mullica Hill. This will be the largest Meet of the season. Two separate Pit Areas will feed the Fields in 

the school’s large gymnasium. Looking forward to it. 

 

• On Sunday, December 17th, FTCNJ and 24 teams head north to Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School for a 

Northeast Edge Legue Meet which is actually the final Period #2 of the season. After this weekend, the January 

Meets begin … with optional bonus Practice Judging at Saturday events and optional bonus Elimination Matches 

at Sunday events!  



“PAGE 2” (Things You Should Know) TOPICS 

Dean’s List Overview!! 

• In an effort to recognize the leadership and dedication of FIRST’s most outstanding secondary school students, 

the Kamen family sponsors an award for selected 10th and 11th grade students known as the Dean’s List. All 

coaches are allowed to nominate up to two students from their team. 

• Students who earn FIRST Dean’s List Award status as a Semi-finalists, Finalist or Winner, are great examples of 

student leaders who have led their teams and communities to increased awareness for FIRST and its mission.  

• Among other benefits, a student’s college application is surely strengthened by being able to cite the award. 

• Here’s a link to the Dean’s List page on FIRST’s website: https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/deans-list 

 

Dean’s List Deadline 

• The stated deadline is the 15th of the month which is prior to the month in which Interviews are held. 

• In New Jersey, we are once again holding our Interviews remotely during February (Tues, Wed, Thurs evenings) 

• So, … the deadline for teams to submit their (maximum of two) Dean’s List Nominations is January 15th. 

 

Dean’s List Nomination Assist 

• FIRST provides very good information on the nominating process via their website. 

o Some coaches have been involved in the process and nominate year, after year. They know the ropes. 

o Others may be new to Dean’s List or need tips on how to be more successful with their nominations.  

• FTCNJ is again offering two optional Zooms that can be attended by coaches to learn more.  

• A Zoom is being held on January 9th for those who need help in readying their nomination before the deadline. 

• An earlier Zoom is being held on December 28th for those who are off to an earlier start.  

 

o The sessions are being set up now. Here are the registration links for those interested.  

o As always, DON’T wait until the last minute to use the link. Register asap, if interested in attending. 

 

o December 28th Orientation: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrcuCuqjIqEt3e_faX7Ga_CScRSd8PUtVX 

o January 9th Orientation: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElf-GgqjgjG9OD9CZdx0M1JiBXR3NQ-_sZ 

 

• Last year, we had over 70 nominations (i.e., over 70 students identified as Dean’s List Semi-Finalists. Coaches 

should seriously consider this program and not be left out. It’s worth the extra effort for the students. 

 

 

Game Manual Part 1 Update Reminder 

• Version 1.3 of the Game Manual Part 1 - Traditional and Remote, was rereleased on November, 15, 2023.  

Please be sure to read and download the most recent copy. All changes are listed in the revision history.   

 

Event Reconfirmations 

• Please remember to respond to the FTCNJ Reconfirmation Request is a very timely manner.  

• Some may wonder “We’ve already registered for the event in September, why do we need to reconfirm?” 

• Answer: Over the years, FTCNJ has learned NOT to assume that all early-season confirmations hold true as the 

event draws near. Things happen and suddenly a registered team determines that they cannot compete. The result 

is an open (wasted) competition slot unless the withdrawing team notifies FTCNJ immediately. 

• We’ve found that it is a more reliable practice to ask for a reconfirmation 1-2 weeks before the event, then quickly 

offer any discovered open-slots to the teams who are patiently on the Wait List. 

• Want to help? Simply respond to the Reconfirmation Request in a very timely manner, either way. Thanks.  

 

Youth Protection Reminder for Coaches 

• Remember that teams must have two adult coaches who have met the Youth Protection Policy requirements in 
order to compete. That includes review/concurrence with the YPP Policy and passing the YPP Screening.  

• If you have any doubts regarding your status, contact FTCNJ as soon as possible. We are also proactively pursuing 
some that are known to have not met this eligibility requirement at this time. Let’s assure all are compliant. 
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178 FTCNJ “CenterStage” Teams! 

Now 151 Returning FTCNJ teams! 

 

WELCOME also to our 27 newest teams to join FIRST Tech Challenge New Jersey! 

 
 
Helpful Team Resources for New Teams 
• Brand-new teams should check out Team Resources. This page has resources and links to resources to walk a team 

through getting started, registering, fundraising, building their robot, programming their robot, and preparing for competition. 
FIRST also highly recommends the Coach’s Goal Tracker to keep everything on track during the season!  

 

Other Key Links: 

• CenterStage Game Animation Video: https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/game-and-season 

• FTC Resource Library (FIRST Website): https://www.firstinspires.org/resource-library/ftc/game-and-season-info 

• FTCNJ Website: www.newjerseyftc.com 

• Your Drone Legal? Check: https://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/ftc/is-your-drone-legal.pdf 

 

FTCNJ Competition Season 

The “Executive Summary” accompanying each newsletter shows Competition Dates and Locations.  
There is a Saturday or Sunday Meet choice for teams in each of 3 Periods from Oct 28th thru ~Jan 28th   

 

Special Feature Reminder 

• We are wrapping up the Period #2 Meets in December and starting Period #3 in January. 

o Remember that all Saturday Meet in January have optional face/face Judging … for interview practice. 

o Remember that Sunday Meets in January have optional Alliance Selection / Elimination Matches 

• Yes, the added features are just for practice and teams can easily opt-out if the wish. No problem. 

• Thanks, in advance, to our Judging and Field volunteers for their extra effort in January to help teams to practice 

these extra components of the “League Tournaments”, which begin in February. 

 
Event Listings / Participating Teams List:  

• The “Event Information” page on the FTCNJ website is updated on Tuesdays and Fridays. All Meets are listed.  

• Accepted Teams are listed in numeric order. Wait Listed Teams are in priority order. Any open issues are flagged. 

• Here’s the direct link to the “Event Information” webpage. https://www.newjerseyftc.com/upcoming-events.html 

 

How “Bonus Meets” Work 

• In addition to applying for a "Priority Choice" (Saturday or Sunday) in each of our 3 Competition Periods, teams can 

also apply for a Bonus Meet. It is essentially the Sat or Sun that is not their "Priority Choice". 

• Meet Registration doesn’t close during the season, as late-forming teams need “Priority Choice” competition. 

• Approximately 10 days prior to a Meet, FTCNJ checks for open slots and reaches out to the who have requested a 

"Bonus Meet" (in date stamp order). Teams have 24 hours (hopefully less) to respond so we can move quickly 

down the list and fill the open slots. Remember - - Other people are affected by your prompt decision.  
 
Invitations to League Tournaments:  

• Teams are automatically invited to their Conference’s Tournament. See attachment for Conferences. 

•  About 2 weeks prior to the Tournament, teams receive a Reminder Invitation and Request for Confirmation / 
Headcount Estimate. The latter, of course, helps with final planning of food, staffing and spaces for the event.  

 

23215 RoboLegion Hillsborough 23545 Ramsey Dusters Ramsey 24126 Name TBD Atlantic City

23216 Cybernauts Hillsborough 23575 Probots 2022 FTC Edison 24248 Super Tech Dogs Long Valley

23258 Techno-Verse Trenton 23650 MillburnX Millburn 24346 Sweet Resistance Bayonne

23268 Ultraviolet Hackettstown 23694 Gizmos & Gadgets Ramsey 24419 Tigers.exe Piscataway

23306 Xtreme Heat Wanaque 23717 AABC Falcons Closter 24536 MCA Eagles 1 Edison

23314 Galactic Pigeon Glen Rock 23743 Hornet Black Holmdel 24571Whippany Park High School Whippany

23375 Robo Raptors Fair Lawn 23786 MakEMinds Edison 24651 RaidX2 Nutley

23448 PaseX Passaic 23959 Cyberlions1 Watchung

23466 The Howlers Edison 24031 Oak Knoll Summit

23490 Beta Blink Princeton Junction 24125 Name TBD Atlantic City
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Other Items / Reminders 
Fast Lane Robot Inspection 

• Teams that had 1-2 members trained on Robot Inspection have been offered “express inspection” at Meets. 

• It is full Robot Inspection, but on a table set aside for teams that took training offered at Oct Practice Days. 

• As previously noted for those not trained, alternate training will become available via an on-line process, including 

a Comprehension Check.  

• We are asking that interested coaches identify 1-2 students on their team who will train and take the “Team Robot 

Inspector” Comprehension Check. One of the first questions is “Have you been identified by your Coach to take on 

this responsibility?” The intent is to have1-2 designated, very serious inspectors per team, not 8 student inspectors 

per team. 

• That said, anyone is welcome to access/take the test for educational purposes.  

• The process…. 

o The candidate should carefully review the Robot Inspector Manual and Robot Inspection Checklist that can 

be found here:  https://www.firstinspires.org/resource-library/ftc/volunteer-resources 

o Next, the candidate can view a ~10- minute Robot Inspection Overview (YouTube) video that can be found 

here: https://youtube.com/live/K_B1ad7wx1Y 

o Finally, the Comprehension Check can be found here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfR3qjILbw6Z8o3Q0axG_XuY6wKw-tewvwib6CFRQFPTqdofA/viewform 

▪ There are twelve multiple-choice questions. Students check off all of the right answers.  

▪ Within a few days of taking the Comprehension Check, results will be provided. 

▪ A listing will be created of the 1-2 students per team who have been identified as their team’s 

“Team Robot Inspector” and have passed the Comprehension Check. 

▪ Robots checked by trained “Team Robot Inspectors” are given “fast lane treatment” at Meets. 

 
Captains Caucus (November 17th)  Accomplished 

• Student Team Leaders meet monthly. Attendees split into ~4 Breakout Groups to explore topics of interest. Participants gather at 

meeting’s end for a “report out” session, led by the Breakout Room Student Facilitators.  

• Breakout Groups on Nov 17th tackled the topics: Programming, Mechanical Design, Successful Field Competition and Team 

Leadership. The next Captains Caucus is December 15th (8pm)  

• https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqd-yprDgtHdFvlLK4cNjX7nLBHQ8kNeJm 

Coaches Caucus (January 5th)  

• These voluntary monthly gatherings are scheduled to take place on the 1st Friday of the month. Coach/mentors discuss areas of 

common in interest. Suggested topics are solicited during the Zoom Meeting registration process.  

• Key Topics in the past have included Team Mgmt, Training, Sustainment (relative to departure of seniors) and Preparation for 

Competitions. It’s always great when willing folks step up to share their knowledge and experience.  Lots of worthwhile info and tips 

are exchanged at the caucuses. 

• Here’s the coaches’ link for January 5th. https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpduihpz0pGtOfXfudFasWH_1Oo6bUlvnD 

• Note: Registration Links really should be used before the day of the Zoom.] 

 
Tech Tip from FIRST (Inspection) 

• Aside from making sure that your robot is within the Maximum Starting Size, ensuring that your robot code can correctly pass 
Field Inspection, and other tasks in the Robot Inspection Checklist, teams need to make sure their robot software and hardware 
apps are updated to the latest and greatest versions and that their hardware is configured correctly. 

• There is a tool within the Driver Station App 3-dot menu called the “Self-Inspect” feature that can help teams perform a quick 
check to ensure their hardware and software is configured correctly. Depending on your hardware configuration, the Self-
Inspect screens may be formatted differently or have different options listed, so there is a handy reference on ftc-docs that can help 
you understand the Self-Inspect tool. Make sure you’re ready for inspection!  

 

Tech Tip from FIRST (HuskyLens) 
• From Chris Johannesen, 2023 FIRST® Tech Challenge Volunteer of the Year and author of many ftc-docs tutorials. Have you 

heard of the HuskyLens and want to learn how to properly connect one to a Control Hub, learn how to use it to detect Team 
Props, and use the HuskyLens samples included with SDK 9.0.0 and newer? 

• Chris has this and more in his HuskyLens Tutorial on ftc-docs, check it out! And remember, you can see this and all previous Tech 
Tips on the Tech Tip page on ftc-docs. 
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