
TUESDAY NEWSLETTER – MAY 9 2023 

Off-Season Event Planning - FTCNJ 

Outreach Scrimmages 

As promised, here is additional info on this year’s Outreach Scrimmages. Now, before school is completely 

over, is a good time to consider recruitment. Good to do before student members disperse for the summer. 

Outreach Scrimmages provide a low-stress way to bring new people to FTC, ...be they your future team 

members, or new team starts. Also, if you are interested in strengthening the "outreach" portion of your 

Engineering Portfolio, bringing prospects to an Outreach Scrimmage is a great way to do it. Here are the 

confirmed dates … 

June 3rd  Southern NJ Teams  Egg Harbor (Atlantic County)  Host: Enforcers 

June 10th  Central NJ Teams  Highland Park (Middlesex County)  Hosts: HP OWLS & Don’t Blink 

June 17th  Northern NJ Teams  TBD ( ~ Morris/Essex County) Host: Cruise Control 

Please strongly consider coming ...bringing a prospect to help FTC grow, and/or bringing your new people to 

set yourself up for a strong next season. Among all of the other reasons for participating, the event is a great 

opportunity to compete your PowerPlay robot one more time ..after all of that hard work in creating it.  

FTCNJ won't be getting into the full swing again until the September 9th Game Reveal (and some Aug/Sep 

Workshop opportunities). Enjoy the pause, but don't miss the chance to think about bringing more members 

to your team, and more young people to FTC. Here’s the Registration Link (Coaches only please) … 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd98FKnY-3OpWcnbw3SNl4iKA9Ax4l-OwG_Sk5JfKe8BJaZeA/viewform 

Reminder on Outreach Scrimmage Format 
Veteran teams bring prospects, new members and tournament bots to the event.  
Prospects and new members are organized into teams and loaned a jersey-bot for the day. 
A veteran team and new member team are formed into a day-long alliance in the morning.  
Throughout the day, veterans and new folks work together on slight modifications to the jersey-bot and strategizing how to best play the twisted 

version of the PowerPlay Game. Veteran teams' tournament bots are not modified.  
The twisted version of PowerPlay is revealed after alliance formation so that veterans and new members brainstorm their approach together.  
Outreach Scrimmages are a fun way to inspire new folks to form a team, join a team, or just acclimate to FTC. 

 

 

Multi-Track Workshops Days 

FTCNJ will reprise last year’s approach of holding an August Workshops Day and a September Workshops Day 

(rather than past practice of two August Workshops Days). Now is a good time to mark your calendar.  

August 19th is the plan date for the Workshops in the northern part of the state.  

 

September 23rd is the date for the Workshops Day in the southern part of the state AND Moorestown Friends 

School has confirmed to reprise their role as perennial host!  

Below are the 8 Tracks of topics offered at last season’s September Workshops Day at Moorestown. The intent 

is to reprise and update the content.  

Basic Robotics Hardware - Mechanical & Electrical  Robotics – Beyond Basics - Competitive Design 

Basic Robot Control using JAVA    Advanced Programming Topics 

Coach/ Mentor/ Parent Track    Blended Track - Sampling of FTC Topics 

3D Printed Parts, CAD, Specialty Parts   Onshape - Introduction & Application to FTC 

A preliminary Registration Form for the free Workshops has been developed and will be included in next 

week’s Newsletter and sent to all Coaches. 

As always, FTCNJ is looking for experienced teams and mentors to lend a hand. Contact us. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd98FKnY-3OpWcnbw3SNl4iKA9Ax4l-OwG_Sk5JfKe8BJaZeA/viewform


Off-Season Event Planning - Teams 

Hackathon – May 19th-20th 

Millburn High School is hosting a Hackathon and has passed along this information about the mid-May 

Hackathon. More information is available at HACKMHS.COM (See below)  

 

 

 
STEAM Showcase – June 6th  
Team 9848 GearView is hosting a STEAM Showcase on June 6, 2023 from 6:00 - 8:30 to highlight Clearview's 
STEM programs as well as FIRST Tech Challenge Teams in New Jersey. FTC Teams are invited to have a table to 
showcase their team as well as run informal scrimmages for participants. Please complete this form if your 
team is interested in participating: FTC Team STEAM Showcase Interest Form 

 
Others? 
If your team is planning a friendly scrimmage or outreach and would like our FTCNJ community to know about 
it, please let us know. Happy to include events, as appropriate. 
 

 

2023-2024 Season Events 

Game Reveal  

FIRST has confirmed that this year’s new Challenge will be revealed at noon on Saturday, September 9th 

Per usual, FTCNJ will be holding two “live” day long “Kick Off Celebration” events. 

Morning features will include various forums, caucuses and auditorium programs leading up to the Reveal.  

 

Raritan Valley Science & Technology Showcase! 

FIRST Tech Challenge has been invited to participate in this large Showcase event taking place at the 

Bridgewater Mall. All of the FIRST Programs will be featured and FTC will once again be given their own large 

area to display robots, demonstrate and engage mall goers. 

Last year, ~20 of our teams supported this event either on Saturday or Sunday. Thanks again to all of those 

who helped …with displays, demos at the Freight Frenzy Field, demos on the PowerPlay Field, and facilitating 

the young people driving jersey-bots around our “FTC racetrack”.  

Looking forward to another great Showcase event.  

This year, the Showcase dates are September 30th and October 1st.  

More information about the event and guidance on how to register for it will be forthcoming in this 

Newsletter.  

  

https://forms.gle/K4bHxgqm1fCb94cY7


Other News! 

New Jersey Hall of Fame – Class of 2023  

This annual award recognizes outstanding contribution to the community. We are pleased to see that this year’s 

candidates include Mr. Josh Weston. Josh Weston has been a major advocate of FIRST Programs for many years. He has 

inspired major corporations to support FIRST and all of the good work being done with our terrific young people.  

As you can see, there is a link below that can be used to vote for any of the Hall of Fame candidates. The choice is yours. 

For our part, FTCNJ is supporting the nomination of Josh Weston for his very long-time involvement and advocacy of 

FIRST robotics. Click to vote . . . 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/1PbVZMd/2023PublicVOTE?source_id=7630ca9c-6e0b-445b-8d74-

5dcce7ec359a&source_type=em&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw== 

Thank you for helping to choose this year's heroes–the New Jersey Hall Of Fame Class of 2023 Nominees! You can learn 

more about the incredible accomplishments of each Jersey icon in the individual links below before casting your ballot. 

Public voting is open until Friday, May 19th.  

Here are the top ten nominees for the “Enterprise” category. Click the nominee's name to see their bio.  

Peter Cancro 
George Cooney 

Dennis Foy 
Lillian Gilbreth 

Janice Huff 
Denise Morrison 

Mario Perillo 
Dr. Leon G. Smith 
Finn Wentworth 

Josh Weston 

 

Department of Defense Grants  

Our FIRST Senior Mentor, Chris Nalbone has learned of an upcoming grant with the DoD STEM from a fellow FIRST 

Senior Mentor from California, and FSM contact for DoD STEM, Laura Larkin. He has passed it along for sharing with 

interested parties. Thanks, Chris! … 

The Department of Defense is the largest government employer of scientists and engineers and has an office and 

budget directed at STEM education.   

DoD supported over 1600 teams and classrooms this season at all program levels around the globe. The grant 

application is accessed through a portal which typically opens mid-May and closes mid-June. 

• To be eligible for DoD STEM funding, teams must have a DoDEA or DoD mentor or coach. This requirement 

provides a means for the DoD workforce - educators, scientists, and engineers - to achieve sustained engagement 

with students, parents, teachers, and the public in STEM initiatives. 

 

• DoD STEM places an emphasis on supporting teams and communities with the following criteria (as well as 

geographic representation, rural areas, underrepresented students in STEM): 

 

o Teams affiliated with DoDEA schools. 

o Teams affiliated with military impacted schools or communities. 

o Teams affiliated with Title 1 schools or communities. 

If teams meet these eligibility requirements and would like additional information, they should complete the DoD 

STEM FIRST Team Grant Inquiry. For additional information about DoD and FIRST, head on over to 

https://dodstem.us/first/ 

If you are curious about the myriad STEM efforts in the DoD portfolio, check out https://dodstem.us 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/1PbVZMd/2023PublicVOTE?source_id=7630ca9c-6e0b-445b-8d74-5dcce7ec359a&source_type=em&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/1PbVZMd/2023PublicVOTE?source_id=7630ca9c-6e0b-445b-8d74-5dcce7ec359a&source_type=em&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNziSgB-zlUaTU4eNvDW7sjPXQMZ8Tg7mLUgJHJyj-UTVL8YbWBuBnEccXApYJq0EHFGJbBaNBdxjM4q54g_vCPtBHOBK2z1Dy2oZ8I2Sjb483wfWHstxWlYYb94OKJBwv_T4ywD2Pp_8sP-h2CtrsH5my_aRdmiXmy2ZmW851ANDkBBR4XsP72-vPQpPun5GidD1x2G0K6YagT_FQVVYZSO63SDvJtKTEwrU2Z-lAO5aHQzVgsecoW4oxLDFozzC6jTlJ2oVmPds_b8mgEXVwziwFqbFXV2Oh0ZJrUMJMbYQGNjyE6geahxmDHVxgZe_VpwkFveNKBfLKcOH803BQNXD2lt8xt3MduGPvpgWsQ11MRMMWVBFR_uom08no7PmK8EtIHfovGDNWEDZvwOpcdPyyTbkkvpzfgQ==&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNziSgB-zlUaTUTp2mtaN9yjyoghOokVFGiDD5GGPbqUJ6qDXbsdCsT77Y_9NIcfnIm7iujYJxOmv54QA7F_Fb73v-szh8lPYyWZ1BIpMBCSG9ZDcMWM91nYY=&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNziSgB-zlUaTUfJPeZPKcMc0rGP6gyshWb7Iqjp1nycmWXdmsYyIhXy3LYq1ERhi7Elq7xGUkAAfIhtvFYyRu5hWtUo1jBL40ZiuvZdguj1tVPXZhBl6SiS4qlO_PWberM99AcNjKKUeTrrdyVRihmAvO5GnZbjhuEH--Y3Uwhoq2&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNztXHEO53QS-UEmfIjTJVNLQuGgysycZvWN86FQb53s6jNG61UFXdn4qjxuG4v-YcbDjLGbyH2YduE3J5rO_bsKXLROjCKYbLarYHjFtyQzflDqtFlbMJhl43xnJyA0AMv-_g-YcQvNX2&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNziSgB-zlUaTU-O6wkri_OA9x_pXpLvWLggTVqj9ka4dnCRKnALscWwhE94UqIb8_wKOXho9MzT7PJXelDP_Cvxwc6BZyW02hToqD7Wk2uxWcRRH01KTZkKY=&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNztXHEO53QS-U6qQu68JwUbe6TQOOPkdfL82FMTz9wz01zicWcKMfBXfguFrUz6hXAhaUNlZxJXp0OxXXkD4MLSSv82O_c8dLofepwwe-QOrUHP4vwn58h4I9qrsDrCVgTg==&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNziSgB-zlUaTU7NSuKDgCZyU3meiOIkisJgOAhKGvgOa8J1LW7Zf_nY_mv0GejkmdA3hZ6IXyml1w_-aevKhrcgi809Iuaxjf43EoiCMgl2rAARApkBp8djA=&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNzt6ZX4UeP3URQJt7eSPOBt7uwIp6Tg46SKDirKFJoP3sO3teKL3o6lqPOGkIoCTH21iI6yfmxxYr6GOSlfh89KrbidetRJJ390bob6Uo9cCR4WKeVgm60nA=&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNziSgB-zlUaTU7aYvqnQMNI0EMsaGg6IUzJw-b9MpDcopibM_RRKQwaeYbpaJcAPN2i8BxgbcX2nt-MloNykkAS25Fe2HXRya6BMH0R7PYEx7yCv46iV1SkA=&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cMJELxG5RQgROPJ3xQX2bB7Irmo6wl5YfA-Ib0PKacGsyXcQO7lNziSgB-zlUaTUbHr8VO4WkXliv4P9JWNOuhYMPxGhjD0w_KBA4rEbrPm920w3-p1dozY27m0FlrkDwyp7VmyL7dNqQj6Q45pOSd5rbZ5AGbWLMbx9JwhP9zM9p2CabnBGOxfj4abppcd0&c=2Kz0Q408KO6RVC9FzkZ3WbEpnX4L_JvdTZrLg0PMkUFTEoeRbN3Dqw==&ch=TDs1px2EKf6X1ax0v6tlbd9Mnzj9w4Ym6snMHvDpGgoY6xcs8So6cQ==
https://dodstem.us/first/
https://dodstem.us/


Other News! (continued) 

 

FTCNJ Planning Survey 

We have received a lot of great information from the many folks responding to the community survey. This input is very 

helpful to our planning. Let your voice be heard. We’ll be sending acknowledgement responses and answers to raised 

points soon. If you have not yet sent input, the link is below.  Input from all of our community members is welcome. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOM4tAS-BUK7Ttfmu1u8grkuIlRSbtqTZ5JHvCWXE2hfOW_g/viewform 

 

Coaches Caucus  

These voluntary monthly gatherings of coaches take place on the 1st Friday of the month. (May’s caucus was 

postponed.) The next Caucus is scheduled for June 2nd. The registration link will be given in next week’s Newsletter.  

 

Captains Caucus 

For those interested, the next third-Friday “Captains Caucus” will be Friday, May 19th at 8pm. Here’s the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctd-qprDIqH9E9GA021yaDFL46UlXpnWKD  

Registration for both of the May Zoom gathering is very low. We understand that some are tied up with school year end 

or simply need a break. If we do not have more than a handful of registrants, a postponement to June will simply occur.  

 

Conferences and Leagues 

The annual update and balancing of the Conferences and Leagues (to approach comparable quantity of teams in each) 

will be taking place soon. Coaches will be polled regarding their team re-registration and expansion plans for the 

coming season. Hoping that all will promptly reply to the request for information when sent. Thanks.  

 

Coach Search 

One of our Far North Conference Teams, in Bergen County, is seeking to expand their robotics program and are looking to 

hire a coach for next year to run their HS and MS program. If you have interest, or know of someone who may have 

interest, please contact FTCNJ.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOM4tAS-BUK7Ttfmu1u8grkuIlRSbtqTZ5JHvCWXE2hfOW_g/viewform
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctd-qprDIqH9E9GA021yaDFL46UlXpnWKD

