
TUESDAY NEWSLETTER – JUNE 27 2023 

Welcome to the FIRST Tech Challenge “CENTERSTAGE” Season!! 

Teams Registering 

A big WELCOME to our newest teams to join FIRST Tech Challenge New Jersey! 

23375 Robo Raptors Fair Lawn 

23314 Galactic Pigeon Glen Rock   23306 Xtreme Heat Wanaque 

23268 Ultraviolet  Hackettstown  23258 Techno-Verse Trenton 

23216 HHS Team 1 Hillsborough  23215 HHS Team 2 Hillsborough 

 

Also, WELCOME BACK to the first of our FTCNJ teams to re-register for the coming season! 

 

We are delighted to see all of the fully registered returning teams and to see 7 fully registered rookie teams already … 

and quite a few more who have initiated the process. For your convenience, here’s the link to FIRST’s team registration 

page. Hope to see all of our teams from last year re-register soon, though we know that some must await funding and 

front-office processing by their school.  https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/cost-and-registration 

Remember that full registration with FIRST is a must for official competitions but NOT for our helpful training events. 

Don’t miss out. 

 

Multi-Track Workshops Days (Aug 19th, Sep 16th) 

Kean University is confirmed to reprise the Workshops Day there on Saturday, August 19th. 

Awaiting confirmation of new site of the Sept 16th Workshops Day. More info to be shared when available. No change. 

Meanwhile, below are the 8 Tracks of offered at last year’s Workshop Days. The intent is to reprise and update the content.  

Basic Robotics Hardware - Mechanical & Electrical  Robotics – Beyond Basics - Competitive Design 

Basic Robot Control using JAVA    Advanced Programming Topics 

Coach/ Mentor/ Parent Track    Blended Track - Sampling of FTC Topics 

3D Printed Parts, CAD, Specialty Parts   Onshape - Introduction & Application to FTC 

All Coach #1 and Coach #2, on record with FIRST from last season, have received a link to the “Pre-Registration Form”.  It 

solicits interest in the Aug/Sep Workshop Days, asks for an estimate of attendees, and requests input on the proposed 

tracks. If you are coach or prospective coach who did not receive the link and are interested in participation, here it is. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHxgf2nqnPn4tcEypbjpCldGTGg0CbfLNpsstKzAnNigXZtQ/viewform 

 

There has not been much change in pre-registration since last week: 17 teams have pre-registered for the 

August 19th Workshops Day and only 8 teams have pre-registered for Sept 16th (or for both Workshops). We 

are receiving indication that the August Workshops are of much higher interest than September. FTCNJ is 

continuing to collect registrations and planning information.  

Thank You to all who have submitted information on topics of interest. Most were identifying the topics shown 

above but there were some new ideas voiced too (e.g., Intermediate Programming & Sensors). Now that the 

Outreach Scrimmages are complete, detail planning is turning toward the Workshops.   

  

5968 WR That Hertz Westfield 12806 Roboken Hoboken

8902 Cosmic Goose Glen Rock 13970 Anjoules Demarest

9848 GearView Mullica Hill 15458 Green Machine Mullica Hill

10243 Ramsey Ramblers Ramsey 16575 NCA Panthers Newark

10343 WR Positive Charge Westfield 18051 Robotic Llamas Hoboken

11124 Angelbots Demarest 19747 DYNABYTES Edison

11132 HERD ( HS Engrg  R obot ics D iv) New Brunswick 19802 Team Wakanda Newark

11166 Big Red Robotics Lawrence Twp 20204 Charging Pioneers Mullica Hill

11456 Blair Academy Blairstown 20205 Chaotic Pioneers Mullica Hill

12441 C.V.T.D. Mullica Hill 21226 RoboRaiders Hillsborough

12601 Robostorm Hunterdon County 21807 INCINERATORS Edison

https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/cost-and-registration
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHxgf2nqnPn4tcEypbjpCldGTGg0CbfLNpsstKzAnNigXZtQ/viewform


Off-Season Event Planning – Team Events 

Maryland Tech Invitational: June 23rd – 25th   

• Hoping to hear some feedback from the three New Jersey teams that participated in the Maryland event. NJ was 

well represented by … #7149 Enforcers, #9889 Cruise Control, and #14481 Don’t Blink. Hope that all had a great time 

and a safe/successful trip. News to be posted here when received.  

Others? 

• If your team is planning a friendly scrimmage or outreach and would like our FTCNJ community to know about it, please 
let us know. Happy to include events, as appropriate. 

 
Unofficial Scrimmage in December? 

• It may be a bit early to ask this, but is your team planning a December scrimmage? We know that some teams may do 
this as an extra tune-up opportunity as the season winds down. Pascack Robotics has contacted FTCNJ regarding two 
South African FTC teams that may be visiting in December and are wondering about a possible scrimmage. Plans are 
not yet finalized, of course, but if your team often holds such a happening in December and would be interested in 
helping, please respond to FTCNJ. Thanks.  
 
 

2023-2024 Season Events 

Game Reveal (September 9th) 

Per usual, FTCNJ will be holding two “live” day long “Kick Off Celebration” events on Saturday, Sept 9th.  

Morning features will include various forums, caucuses and auditorium programs leading up to the Reveal.  

• Livingston High School will once again host the Kick Off Celebration. Per usual, teams in the upper half of NJ are 

encouraged to attend the event there.  

• Hightstown High School will once again host the Kick Off Celebration which is more conveniently located for teams 

in the central and lower half of NJ. Delighted to be back in Hightstown one again. 

o The two geographically spread sites are located for team convenience. If desired, a southern located team 

can apply for the northern located Kick Off, and vice versa. 

 

• Attention Coaches: In advance of the FTCNJ website being updated, here is the Pre-Registration Link for the Kick 

Off / Game Reveal. If your team is planning to come to one of the in-person Kick Off events, use this link to 

reserve your team’s slot and provide some useful planning info to FTCNJ. A follow-up note will be sent to 

registered coaches to provide more detail about forums, etc., taking place prior to the Game Reveal at noon. 
o https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhCVag93LPub7WpJntRjspHyD7F2QTU2ETw1f1M_qKu92iXw/viewform 

 

“Sept Start-Up” Event: Northern NJ (September 23rd) 

o A special event is being planned in order to help increase the team count in the Northeast Edge League.  

 

o Those who have been with FTCNJ for a few years, may remember that it was necessary to fold the two 

Conferences of the NE Edge League together in order have a viable League Tournament in Feb 2022. 

And, in Feb 2023, it was necessary to shift some teams from one Northeast  Edge Conference 

tournament to the other in order to make both viable. In short, we need increased team count in NEE.  

 

o Payne Tech has graciously agreed to host this event, which will have many of the elements of a traditional 

Practice Day, including the need for supportive veteran teams to lend a hand.  

 

o The “September Start-Up” event will focus on assisting our newest Northeast Edge League  teams, as well as any 

rebuilding veteran teams. We’ll also be inviting Sept prospects to learn about, and hopefully join, FTC. 

 

o More info to come regarding this important initiative. 

  



Practice Days (Official CENTERSTAGE Field Use) 

• Similar to last year, 3 Practice Day events are being planned to take place in the period after Kick Off but before the 

first official Meets on Halloween Weekend.  

• Practice Day events will be placed in the northern, central, and southern regions of NJ. Teams may bring their 

partially assembled robot and obtain help, if needed.  

• Working robots will have access to the official CENTERSTAGE field so that tinkering and bug-removal can take place 

before official Meets.  

Raritan Valley Science & Technology Showcase! (Sep 30th & Oct 1st) 

• All FIRST Programs, including FTC, will be featured at this Bridgewater Mall event. FTC will once again have a large area 

to display robots, demonstrate and engage mall goers.  

• Last year, ~20 of our teams supported this event either on Saturday or Sunday. Thanks again to all of those who helped 

…with displays, demos at the Freight Frenzy Field, demos on the PowerPlay Field, and facilitating the young people 

driving jersey-bots around our “FTC racetrack”. 

• This year, the Showcase dates are September 30th and October 1st. More info about the event and guidance on how to 

register for it will be forthcoming. 

FTCNJ has begun to confirm venues for the coming season. Some are listed below and others are pending.  

This Newsletter will provide a weekly update of the confirmed event sites and dates. New are in blue.       

Official Meets: The season plan matches last year, a Saturday or Sunday choice for all teams in each of 3 

Periods from Halloween Weekend to the end of January. Registration opens at Noon on September 11th. 

Confirmed Meets are: 

11/04/23            Saturday Meet (Northern League); Don Bosco Prep High School, 492 Franklin Turnpike, Ramsey, NJ 

11/05/23            Sunday Meet (Upper Central League); Hillsborough High School, 466 Raider Blvd, Hillsborough Township, NJ 

11/12/23            Sunday Meet (Northeast Edge League); Westfield High School, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ 

 

12/03/23            Sunday Meet (Southern League); Southern Scuffle @ Williamstown Middle School, Williamstown, NJ 

12/10/23            Sunday Meet (Northern League); - River Dell High School, 55 Pyle St, Oradell, NJ  

 

01/13/24            Saturday Meet (Northeast Edge League); Millburn High School, 462 Millburn Avenue, Millburn, NJ 

01/14/24            Sunday Meet (Southern League); P.A.L. of Atlantic County & EHT, 2542 Ridge Avenue, Egg Harbor Township, NJ 

League Tournaments: All registered FTCNJ teams are automatically invited to their Conference’s League 

Tournament. Conference composition, based on last season, is shown below. We are gathering team re-

registration information and hoping to change Conference composition very little, if at all.  

FTC NJ League / Conference Structure 

North East Edge League  

• North East Conference: Hudson, Union, North Essex (Caldwell, Livingston, Montclair, Nutley) 

• South Essex Conference: Bloomfield, Maplewood, Millburn, Newark, South Orange, East Orange, West Orange) 
 

Northern League  

• Far North Conference: Warren, Sussex, Passaic, West Bergen (Glen Rock, Ramsey, Ridgewood, Saddle River, Township of 
Washington)  

• East Bergen Conference: (Cliffside Park, Cresskill, Demarest, East Rutherford, Emerson, Englewood, Hackensack, Lodi, 
Oradell, Paramus, Park Ridge, Rutherford, Tenafly, Wood Ridge)  
 

Upper Central League 

• Central Conference: Hunterdon, Somerset, Middlesex 

• Morris County Conference: Morris (All) 
 

Southern League 

• Upper South Conference: Mercer, Monmouth, Ocean   

• Deep South Conference: Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Gloucester, Cumberland, Salem  
 
 



League Tournament Dates by Conference 

02/03/24 Morris County Conference  02/04/24 Northeast Conference 

02/10/24 Far North Conference   02/11/24 Upper South Conference 

02/17/24 South Essex Conference  02/18/24 Central Conference 

02/24/24 Deep South Conference  02/25/24 East Bergen Conference 

Confirmed League Tournaments 

02/10/24            Northern League (Far North Conference); Rock Slide @ Glen Rock High School, 400 Hamilton Ave, Glen Rock, NJ 

02/25/24            Northern League (East Bergen Conference); Emerson Jr. Sr. High School, 131 Main St, Emerson, NJ 

02/17/24           Northeast Edge League (South Essex Conference); Payne Tech, 498 West Market St, Newark, NJ 

 

FTCNJ State Championship (March 10, 2024) 

• FIRST has approved FTCNJ’s request to hold our State Championship on the second weekend of March, once again.  

• This approach allows us to conduct all eight of the League Tournaments on February’s four weekends, then have a one 

weekend pause in March, before the State Championship on Sunday, March 10th.  

• We are in the process of confirming a site and should have that information to share soon. No change. 

• Once again, this year, there is no event fee for the FTCNJ State Championship. Its costs are covered by our generous 

sponsors and via the one-time $100 season fee for all FTCNJ teams.  

• FIRST has not yet advised us of our allocation of advancements from NJ. (Last year, we were allotted 4.)  

• Advancing teams must pay the registration fee for Worlds by March 21st. FIRST asked that we remind teams of that.  

Communication / Caucuses 

• Registration for the Coaches Caucus and Captains Caucus have been low. We understand that folks are tied up with year-end, 

etc. Both of these Zoom Caucuses will go on Hiatus until September. While the official Caucuses are re-starting in September, the 

links below can be used to insert a July or August caucus if so desired. If more than five people, register for any of these Zooms, 

they will be held. Otherwise, see you in September      

 

o Coaches (Potential) Zoom – July 7 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqd-iqqj8rEtwfyHjAWSj-BwAObV97Xw3N 

o Coaches (Potential) Zoom – Aug 4 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAld-GvpzkjH9VojqPlTqv9GLq3uN-Rk--f 

 

o Captains (Potential) Zoom – July 21 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ofuqtrDsuHND8nIvqVLWYMvi75iYLx2Lw 

o Captains (Potential) Zoom – Aug 18 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtd-Cgpj4iG9AXR3gctgVZ31zx-4X5NRm7 

 

Other Items / News! 

A recent “Team Blast” (Email from FIRST to registered coaches) included the item below and its Deadline 

Last Call Reminder (from FTC Team Blast) – June 30th Deadline 

FIRST® Diary of an Innovator Application Reopened 
 
One of the FIRST® Core Values is innovation, and we are inspired by how teams work together to innovate throughout 
the FIRST season and beyond.  All FIRST teams innovate through designing and coding their robots while working together 
as a team. To highlight the FIRST experience and the innovation journey teams embark on, we are encouraging ALL teams 
(rookie and veteran) to apply to be a Diary of an Innovator team. 
 
We will select four FIRST® LEGO® League Challenge, four FIRST® Tech Challenge, and four FIRST® Robotics Competition teams 
to be FIRST® IN SHOWSM presented by Qualcomm Diary of an Innovator teams. Selected teams will be asked to submit 
quarterly updates about their season that will be shared with the FIRST community on our social media channels.  

Click here to apply to become a Diary of an Innovator Team.  
Applications are due by June 30, 2023, and selected teams will be contacted by FIRST in July.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqd-iqqj8rEtwfyHjAWSj-BwAObV97Xw3N
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAld-GvpzkjH9VojqPlTqv9GLq3uN-Rk--f
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtd-Cgpj4iG9AXR3gctgVZ31zx-4X5NRm7
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VVCb6s3KSpLBW7Xvpb946xwrvW4dVnpw505BQcN5t-nkr3q3nJV1-WJV7CgMpmW1vRjTM2BYCHYW82nJln34H0GJW63b5_53JRLPkW1N-TKd974-rWW8ZmSxg4szlCfW55n1FN4-3QqkW9cBptD102YZsW5YB7Td23J94DW49vwxJ6Mg5frW1RwbwQ52bbX1W8cLDNj6SqfPNW3bkBXf3-BMxsW5HGnd_51ZyS1W54V9w75PxYJbW5KkyrC6f2b1zVwNXWN8Zzmg1N7jYJJKy8M4pN5jLv9zmPRb0W8t6ZfV6nzd77W3PfMQp7KzpwgW3y5Lb97PBy5RW7KszC87-Q-1kVsc0p92B26-4W75B8m441n6x332d91

