TUESDAY NEWSLETTER — JULY 11" Edition

HEADLINES .... Scroll down to Yellow Highlighted Areas for Big News Items!

o Workshops Day #2 now confirmed at Moorestown Friends School, August 26
e The Season Schedule is filling in and is now being included in a weekly Newsletter attachment
e A bad weather “Make-Up Weekend” has now been inserted prior to League Tournaments.

Welcome to the FIRST Tech Challenge “CENTERSTAGE” Season!!

Teams Registering

A big WELCOME to our newest teams to join FIRST Tech Challenge New Jersey!

il Passaic Aademy for "

BMB Science and Engineering Passaic 23268 Ultraviolet Hackettstown
" 73375 Robo Raptors Fair Lawn "3 Techno-Verse Trenton
B34 Galactic Pigeon Glen Rock ¥ 13215 HHSTeam1  Hillsborough
" 3306 Xtreme Heat Wanague ¥ 2315 HHSTeam2  Hillsborough

Also, WELCOME BACK to the first of our FTCNJ teams to re-register for the coming season!

Coaches Re-Registration Survey

207 Critical Mass Englewood 12808 Roboken Hoboken
5968 WR ThatHertz Westfield 13048 Absolute Zero Englewoad
2812 CyberRaptors Hillsborough 135870 Anjoules Dem arest
802 CosmicGoose Glen Rock 14481 DontBlink Plainsboro
9248 GearView Mullica Hill 15458 Green Machine Mullica Hill
10243 RamseyRamblers Ramsey 16575 NCAPanthers Newark
10343 WR Posifive Charge Westfield 18051 RobeticLlamas Hoboken
11124 Angelbots Demarest 19747 DYMABYTES Edizon
11132 HE RD txsEmraRasoties Div) NewBrunswick 19802 Team Wakanda Hewark
11166 Big Red Robotics Lawrence Twp 20204 Charging Pioneers Mullica Hill
11458 Blair Academy Blairstown 20205 Chaotic Pioneers Mullica Hill
12417 Highland Park Owis Highland Park 21226 RoboRaiders Hillzborough
12441 CMTD. Mullica Hill 21807 IMCINERATORS Edizon
12601 Robostorm Hunterdon County

In addition to the 35 teams above, 75 more coaches have confirmed that they will be registering their teams. [That’s 110
teams, so far, supporting a current projection of ~180 teams.] We appreciate the coaches who’ve taken the time to
complete the short survey and provide this information. FTCNJ is waiting to hear back from many more.

Registration plans and feedback is very valuable as we plan the season. Here’s the Coaches Survey Link again:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwmmxCOVc55YmZ0xSqEPDYhpLKbnre499irW4q7HRDelWkzQ/viewform

Prospective Coach/Rookie Team Coach Zoom
Special thanks to Pam H (Cruise Control) for hosting an informative session for all the coaches of newly registered rookie
teams, as well as a number of new teams who have started, but not completed, registration. Thanks Pam!

Team Pin Map

Once again this year, the FTCNJ website has a pin map that shows the geographic location of the various teams. You can also
find the coding of those registered teams by Conference and League on the map. Here is a link to the Team Pin Map, which
is being updated every ~2 weeks through the summer: http://www.newjerseyftc.com/team-map.html



http://www.newjerseyftc.com/team-map.html

Multi-Track Workshops Days
Kean University is confirmed to reprise Workshops Day #1 there on Saturday, August 19,

e Moorestown Friends School (MFS) has now confirmed as the site of Workshops Day #2 on Saturday, August 26",

e MFS has previously hosted several Workshops Days, including last year’s. We appreciate their help, once again.

e All coaches who have previously registered have been notified and offered the opportunity to adjust their pre-
registration now based on the new location and the August 26" date.

e If you are a coach, interested in bringing students and mentors to one of the Workshop Days, here is the link:
https://docs.qgoogle.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHxgf2nqnPn4tcEypbjpCldGTGgOChfLNpsstKzAnNigXZtQ/viewform

Thanks again to the registering coaches who have been recommending topics of interest. We are seeing a good bit
of interest in autonomous mode programming, including vision ... as well as plenty of team management topics for
the coach/parent/mentor track.

Our next step is to confirm the volunteer instructors and track plans. Then, we will share the Track Descriptions
and ask all pre-registered teams to identify their Track Requests. Stay tuned.

Off-Season Event Planning — Team Events

Planning Your Permissions...

e In addition to the August Workshops Days, described above, there are also pre-season events occurring in September
(Kick-Off/Game Reveal events) and October (very helpful “Practice Days”). All of this happens before our first Meets.

e If your school requires 1-2 months’ notice, now is the time to start that process. Reach out to us if you need
additional specific information to allow your team to attend. Not everything is set, as yet, but we will help as we can.
FTCNJ hates to see any teams miss out due to insufficient time for permissions (or transportation arrangements).

2023-2024 Season Events

Game Reveal (September 9*)

e Per usual, FTCNJ will be holding two “live” day long “Kick Off Celebration” events on Saturday, Sept 9.

o Livingston High School will host the Kick Off Celebration in the upper part of the state, while Hightstown High
School will once again host the Kick Off Celebration in the lower part of the state.

o The two geographically spread sites are located for team convenience. If desired, a southern located team can
apply for the northern located Kick Off, and vice versa.

o Morning features will include various forums, caucuses and auditorium programs leading up to the Reveal.

e Coaches: In advance of the FTCNJ website being updated, here’s a Pre-Registration Link. If your team is planning to
come to an in-person Kick Off event, use this link to reserve your team’s slot and provide some useful planning info to
FTCNJ. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhCVag93LPub7WpJntRjspHyD7F2QTU2ETw1fIM qKu92iXw/viewform

e  More info to registrants is forthcoming to provide detail re: forums, etc., happening prior to the Game Reveal at noon.

“Sept Start-Up” Event: Northern NJ (September 23")
o A special event is being planned in order to help increase the team count in the Northeast Edge (NEE) League.
o Those who have been with FTCNJ for a few years, may remember that it was necessary to fold the two
Conferences of the NE Edge League together in order have a viable League Tournament in Feb 2022. And, in
Feb 2023, it was necessary to shift some teams from one Northeast Edge Conference tournament to the other
in order to make both viable. In short, we need increased team count in NEE.
o Payne Tech has graciously agreed to host this event, which will have many of the elements of a traditional Practice Day,
including the need for supportive veteran teams to lend a hand.
o “Sept Start-Up” will focus on assisting our newest NEE League teams, as well as any rebuilding veteran teams. We’'ll also
invite Sept prospects to learn about, and hopefully join, FTC. More info to come regarding this important initiative.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHxgf2nqnPn4tcEypbjpCldGTGg0CbfLNpsstKzAnNigXZtQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhCVag93LPub7WpJntRjspHyD7F2QTU2ETw1f1M_qKu92iXw/viewform

Practice Days (Official CENTERSTAGE Field Use)

e Similar to last year, 3 Practice Day events are being planned to take place in the period after Kick Off but before the
first official Meets on Halloween Weekend.

e Teams may bring their partially assembled robot and obtain help, if needed. Working robots will have access to the
official CENTERSTAGE field so that tinkering and bug-removal can take place before official Meets.

e  Though awaiting final confirmation, here Is the planned timing of the Practice Days:

o Central NJ (October 7t"); Southern NJ (October 15%); Northern NJ (October 22")

e Similar to Workshops Days, teams may choose the location that works best for them and can be accepted if

there is room. Geographic placement and designation is for convenience only.

Raritan Valley Science & Technology Showcase! (Sep 30" & Oct 1%)

e All FIRST Programs will be featured at this Bridgewater Mall event. FTC will have a large area to display robots,
demonstrate and engage mall goers. Last year, ~20 of our teams supported this event either on Saturday or Sunday.

e Thanks again to all of those who helped ...with displays, demos at the Freight Frenzy Field, demos on the PowerPlay
Field, and facilitating the young people driving jersey-bots around our “FTC racetrack”.

e This year, the Showcase dates are September 30" and October 1%. More info about the event and guidance on how to
register for it will be forthcoming. If your team is interested in participating, or just obtaining additional information,
please reach out to vfrascella@aol.com We are beginning to develop our list of supporting teams.

FTCNJ is confirming venues for the coming season.
Accompanying each Newsletter will be an “Executive Summary” attachment which shows the current Season Schedule.

Official Meets: The season plan matches last year, a Saturday or Sunday choice for all teams in each of 3 Periods from
Halloween Weekend to the end of January. Registration opens at Noon on September 11,
Newly confirmed Meets are:

12/02/23 Saturday Meet (Northeast Edge League); Essex County West Caldwell Tech, 620 Passaic Avenue, West Caldwell, NJ

01/27/24 Saturday Meet (Southern League); Howell High School, 405 Squankum Yellowbrook Rd, Farmingdale, NJ

League Tournaments: All registered FTCNJ teams are automatically invited to their Conference’s League Tournament.
Conference composition, based on last season, is shown below. We are gathering team re-registration information and
hoping to change Conference composition very little, if at all.

FTC NJ League / Conference Structure
e Rather than consume Newsletter space, the structure Is now shown on the Executive Summary attachment.

League Tournament Dates by Conference
o Note the change to dates, below. A bad-weather “make-up weekend “(Feb 3'Y/4%") has been added. We have
been fortunate in the past but it is prudent to identify a “make-up weekend” before League Tournaments start.

02/03/24 Meorris-County-Conference 02/04/24 Neortheast-Conference
02/10/24 Far North Conference 02/11/24 Upper South Conference
02/17/24 South Essex Conference 02/18/24 Central Conference
02/24/24 Deep South Conference 02/25/24 East Bergen Conference
03/02/24 Morris County Conference 03/03/24 Northeast Conference

Confirmed League Tournaments: Newly confirmed Tournaments are:

02/18/23 Northeast Edge League (Northeast Conference): Perfect Swarm @ Bayonne High School, 669 Ave “A”, Bayonne, NJ

03/02/24 Upper Central League (Morris County Conference); Delbarton School, 230 Mendham Road, Morristown, NJ


mailto:vfrascella@aol.com

FTCNJ State Championship (March 17, 2024)

The New Jersey State Championship is scheduled for Sunday, March 17t at Hillsborough High School.
Similar to the League Tournament approach, there is a bad-weather weekend (Feb 9t"/10%), in case needed.

o Of course, we hope that the weather cooperates and Feb 9t"/10%" is simply the usual opportunity for advancing teams
(and volunteers) to catch their breath and prepare for the State Championship.

Once again, this year, there is no event fee for the FTCNJ State Championship. Its costs are covered by our generous sponsors
and via the one-time $100 season fee for all FTCNJ teams.
FIRST has not yet advised us of our allocation of advancements from NJ. (Last year, we were allotted 4.)

Communication / Caucuses

Registration for the Caucuses have been low. We understand that folks are tied up with year-end, etc. Both of these Zoom
Caucuses will go on Hiatus until September. While the official Caucuses are re-starting in September, the links below can be used
to insert a July or August caucus if so desired. If more than five people, register for any of these Zooms, they will be held.

The totally optional Coaches Caucus and Captain Caucus each have less than a handful of people registering. If the viability
threshold is not reached by the EOD of the preceding Thursday, each will be canceled. Use the link below if interested in
gathering. Otherwise, we will connect with folks down the road.

o Coaches (Potential) Zoom — Aug 4 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAld-GvpzkjH9VojqPITqvIGLg3uN-Rk--f
o Captains (Potential) Zoom — July 21 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ofugtrDsuHND8nlvqVLWYMvi75iYLx2Lw
o Captains (Potential) Zoom — Aug 18 https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtd-Capj4iGIAXR3gctgVZ31zx-4X5NRm7

Other Items / News!

Grant Information

Here’s another FYI from our FIRST Senior Mentor, Chris N, pertaining to potential grant opportunities that may be
available. He advises that most of this information is pulled via periodic review of FIRST's grant page. Check it out.
https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/team-grants

Some recent relevant ones include:
e  Bayer (open until 7/31), for teams within 55 miles of their facilities (near Hershey PA, Morristown NJ, Whippany NJ)
e  Raytheon (need an employee to be a mentor, locations near Tinton Falls NJ, Mt Laurel NJ, Wilmington DE)
e  Rockwell Automation (need an employee to be a mentor, locations near Parsippany NJ, Exton PA, York PA)

Another is Nordson (due Aug 15) ... closest location is Easton PA, not sure if this would permit a NJ-based team to apply.
https://www.nordson.com/en/about-us/nordson-impact-community-outreach/how-to-apply-for-a-foundation-grant

Americorps
Here’s some interesting information passed along by our FIRST Senior Mentor, Chris N. there is an AmeriCorps job
opportunity ... an opening in Newark NJ  https://inspiring.applytojob.com/apply/awzQpdLphi/AmeriCorps-Members-2023

AmeriCorps Members 2023 - FIRST - Career Page

FIRST is seeking 25 AmeriCorps members in 7 states to help implement our programs in partnering schools and communities.
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