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Another FTCNJ “CenterStage” Weekend 

• There were 2 days of CenterStage play this weekend, an AM/PM event on Saturday and full day vent on Sunday 

• We saw more Drone Flights than ever before. Teams are getting better and better at hitting the landing zones. 

 

• Northern League teams competed in the AM/PM Meet at Don Bosco Prep on Sunday (11/04). 

• Upper Central League teams competed at Morris Knolls High School (11/05). 

• As always, we extend our heartfelt thanks to our volunteers and our generous host sites.  

 

Northern League Rankings following the November 4th AM/PM Saturday Meet 
• Team 247 Reboot  Ranking Points: 1.2  Tie Breaker-1: 13.6  Tie Breaker-2: 5.5 

• Team 8902 Cosmic Goose Ranking Points: 1.2  Tie Breaker-1: 5.6  Tie Breaker-2: 13.5 

• Team 13048 Absolute Zero Ranking Points: 1.1  Tie Breaker-1: 5.5  Tie Breaker-2: 21.5 

• Team 12636 IHA Blue Eagles Ranking Points: 0.9  Tie Breaker-1: 3.8  Tie Breaker-2: 8 

• Team 18760 Ironmen Upsilon Ranking Points: 0.9  Tie Breaker-1: 0.5  Tie Breaker-2: 6 

 

Upper-Central League Rankings following the November 5th Sunday Meet 
• Team 21226 RoboRaiders Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 33.9  Tie Breaker-2: 33.5 

• Team 755 Delbotics  Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 29.7  Tie Breaker-2: 32 

• Team 21767 Quadra  Ranking Points: 2.0  Tie Breaker-1: 16.4  Tie Breaker-2: 35.5 

• Team 23786 MakEMinds Ranking Points: 1.8  Tie Breaker-1: 36.5  Tie Breaker-2: 31.5 

• Team 7350 Watt’s NXT? Ranking Points: 1.4  Tie Breaker-1: 28  Tie Breaker-2: 23 

 

 

Southern Rankings following the October 29th Sunday Meet 
• Team 9533 Bravenators Ranking Points: 1.0  Tie Breaker-1: 21  Tie Breaker-2: 9.5 

• Team 11166 Big Red Robotics Ranking Points: 1.0  Tie Breaker-1: 13  Tie Breaker-2: 25.5 

• Team 7149 Enforcers  Ranking Points: 1.0  Tie Breaker-1: 3.5  Tie Breaker-2: 6.5 

• Team 23258 Techno-Verse Ranking Points: 0.8  Tie Breaker-1: 11.4  Tie Breaker-2: 6.5 

• Team 18241 Outer Galaxy Ranking Points: 0.8  Tie Breaker-1: 9  Tie Breaker-2: 8.5 

 

Northeast Edge League Rankings following the November 12th Sunday Meet 
• Stay Tuned! 

• Good luck to our participating teams this Sunday! 

 

 

Coming Up This “CenterStage” Weekend 

 
• On Saturday, November 11th, teams will descend upon the Girls Scouts of the Jersey Shore’s Program Activity 

Center for their second official Meet of the season. We are happy to have Team #6934 (TranSisters) and Team 

#6037 (W.A.G.S.) co-host this fun event. It was originally planned as an AM/PM Meet but has been converted to 

a full day competition based on team registration. 

 

• On Sunday, November 12th, the Northeast Edge League teams head to Westfield High School for a full-day,  

two-field competition… one of our biggest so far this year. Thanks to Westfield HS for being our Site Host and  

to Team #5968 (WR That Hertz) and Team #10343 (WR Positive Charge) for co-hosting this competition.  

 

 

  



Welcome to our 176 FTCNJ “Center Stage” Teams! 

 

WELCOME BACK to our 149 Returning FTCNJ teams. Great to have you with us again! 

 

And a big WELCOME to our 27 newest teams to join FIRST Tech Challenge New Jersey! 

 
 
Helpful Team Resources for New Teams 
• Brand-new teams should check out Team Resources. This page has resources and links to resources to walk a team 

through getting started, registering, fundraising, building their robot, programming their robot, and preparing for competition. 
FIRST also highly recommends the Coach’s Goal Tracker to keep everything on track during the season!  

• And, don’t forget to take advantage of our October Practice Days. Get your first season off to a terrific start. If you are a 
rookie team in need, and seeing the closed Practice Day, reach out to vfrascella@aol.com   

 

Other Key Links: 

• CenterStage Game Animation Video: https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/game-and-season 

• FTC Resource Library (FIRST Website): https://www.firstinspires.org/resource-library/ftc/game-and-season-info 

• FTCNJ Website: www.newjerseyftc.com 

• New resource "Is your Drone Legal" that contains instructions on how to submit Drone photos.  

The info can be found at https://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/ftc/is-your-drone-legal.pdf  

 

 

FTCNJ Competition Season 

The “Executive Summary” accompanying each newsletter shows Competition Dates and Locations.  
There is a Saturday or Sunday Meet choice for teams in each of 3 Periods from Oct 28th thru ~Jan 28th   

 
Eligibility to Compete 

• Remember that teams must have two adult coaches who have met the Youth Protection Policy requirements in 

order to compete. That includes review/concurrence with the YPP Policy and passing the YPP Screening.  

• If you have any doubts regarding your status, contact FTCNJ as soon as possible. We are also proactively pursuing 

some that are known to have not met this eligibility requirement at this time. Let’s assure all are compliant.  

 

Meet Confirmation:  

• The “Event Information” page on the FTCNJ website is updated on Tuesdays and Fridays. All Meets are listed.  

• Accepted Teams are listed in numeric order. Wait Listed Teams are listed by priority order.  

• Any open issues are flagged. 

• Here’s the direct link to the “Event Information” webpage. https://www.newjerseyftc.com/upcoming-events.html 

 

How “Bonus Meets” Work 

• In addition to applying for a "Priority Choice" (Saturday or Sunday) in each of our 3 Competition Periods, teams can 

also apply for a Bonus Meet. It is essentially the Sat or Sun that is not their "Priority Choice". 

• Meet Registration doesn’t close during the season, as late-forming teams need “Priority Choice” competition. 

• Approximately 10 days prior to a Meet, FTCNJ checks for open slots and reaches out to the who have requested a 

"Bonus Meet" (in date stamp order). Teams have 24 hours (hopefully less) to respond so we can move quickly 

down the list and fill the open slots. Remember - - Other people are affected by your prompt decision. 

23215 RoboLegion Hillsborough 23545 Ramsey Dusters Ramsey 24126 Name TBD Atlantic City

23216 Cybernauts Hillsborough 23575 Probots 2022 FTC Edison 24248 Super Tech Dogs Long Valley

23258 Techno-Verse Trenton 23650 MillburnX Millburn 24346 Sweet Resistance Bayonne

23268 Ultraviolet Hackettstown 23694 Gizmos & Gadgets Ramsey 24419 Tigers.exe Piscataway

23306 Xtreme Heat Wanaque 23717 AABC Falcons Closter 24536 MCA Eagles 1 Edison

23314 Galactic Pigeon Glen Rock 23743 Hornet Black Holmdel 24571Whippany Park High School Whippany

23375 Robo Raptors Fair Lawn 23786 MakEMinds Edison 24651 RaidX2 Nutley

23448 PaseX Passaic 23959 Cyberlions1 Watchung

23466 The Howlers Edison 24031 Oak Knoll Summit

23490 Beta Blink Princeton Junction 24125 Name TBD Atlantic City

https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VWjYl-55F70HN34Mzj1r4YhPW861hN751f6bKN861KzN3q3nJV1-WJV7CgFjTW1SvwLR5-HNH4W3x59-Y3GbJ9YW8zwmFQ6yNDgbW4jdWml36WPzkW8B0zm23GZnK-W8QyZcR2Lg9MPW8R32bp4HKDqNW13HVbL77M8SQW8MSL8R7hhr6-W7gdt4_2WWJQ5VMSgCZ4mFLw4W1GnDmB91_KrkW6sP6tv5CvkgsVVWS5n5wkDH2W524kNL2J33cSN4xdb5nN8t3qW3177798ttH3ZW6pn6sZ4-mNgQW7BSqqH6NbX3BW8W8q7V5Y8Bs5W2756Q85pR2TwW1zG0Pw32jv3wVN-6ff2ZD9ncW74nRc97Bv5Zv3gvw1
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VWjYl-55F70HN34Mzj1r4YhPW861hN751f6bKN861KBm3q3phV1-WJV7CgW72W4Tl6sN760QVVW4zLwC45vV05BW2NbGTW8MzNqJV-shQY3V_qdYN5VjSZQvk5x7N2G-lqpSdN1yW1Fzt4X1NdTLgW3tK_0-5ypZN1W77Nqrx4wJThvW4vkGwS7BbSX4W3ywhm218bBw3N409m7WLwsxQW4x0l0363j5QSN5nSWfyb9y0GW6SFfxt21SpzzW8q3-Zc3b4jZtW1_sMZQ67yL1RW70S1s-1m_JPkN2h499V35_r5W2h9Fs_7NY3rQW20R7-w10QHGCN2fPGJ07t7nZW2V4PJb36P7xhW70Gtqd8qcWtyN3ZvgzBNsl74W6rYbcm6TBwnqN3fGTG_1SttsW7RhMDn2X9Gly33jw1
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VWjYl-55F70HN34Mzj1r4YhPW861hN751f6bKN861KzN3q3nJV1-WJV7CgYNWW4qxfSX1HLZdVN7tTDk8f-XgMW4z0H7c3Vn_0XW7N3RDH8Nw_vzW7ZbtnY61FKl2W9jdd6X5sGtznW8khyrH8dlK17Vdd1Dq8TPy6QW1gk4Sf62_x2bN8Y0m_ZvMkc1W3Z5s9z1fGc_yW4tDjZw6Z3CYKW7FqL-h57S8y8W4VSd5s97xnT9W2ZBchJ47PFWfW22zPfc5fWfV-W5_-bW92Z6FW8W3hhPdB412BdMW6-t4RW1Q-zrWN6tjrd5N9dLRW6HWdDn5cjmhjVvPXX84mP5b6W2X_kXJ93HFnsW52vrYy4P0Nc934RS1
https://info.firstinspires.org/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cc5l404/VWjYl-55F70HN34Mzj1r4YhPW861hN751f6bKN861KzN3q3nJV1-WJV7CgXkvW4tR98q7vQ4McW7blfbH8SXQssW34xc0z8dF3hQW5SywBZ5wfntMW3Y50Z72rhBS5W8Y1XxQ5c8-d-W1HW19l2bD46XW3hXWlP3n3khYW8K-stL4rsQVgW4Z4BVw8SNwRvW6CHsmQ81qx46W8zB6Lz2SKXDtW1w65x53_JDDRW1g3CXV3_plZBVtG8jv5TRWqfW1yT_jP4rBFrjW58dq5x2F1jHSW1-pNRv6Fg2f2W8v56106fsTjxW5kTYMb6pz9DBW19rj7b3rnBYrW46S07Z4TwwSGW9hWhBD5S6Dd3W7ckpC41syf-J3mH81
mailto:vfrascella@aol.com
https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc/game-and-season
https://www.firstinspires.org/resource-library/ftc/game-and-season-info
http://www.newjerseyftc.com/
https://www.firstinspires.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resource_library/ftc/is-your-drone-legal.pdf
https://www.newjerseyftc.com/upcoming-events.html


FTCNJ Competition Season (continued) 

 
Invitations to League Tournaments:  

• Teams are automatically invited to their Conference’s Tournament. See attachment for Conferences. 

•  About 2 weeks prior to the Tournament, teams receive a Reminder Invitation and Request for Confirmation / 
Headcount Estimate. The latter, of course, helps with final planning of food, staffing and spaces for the event.  

 

Communication with FIRST Tech Challenge New Jersey 

• Just a friendly reminder … When communicating with FTCNJ, please be sure to reference your team number(s). We 

have many teams in New Jersey and supplying your team number will really make the job of our volunteers easier 

(and avoid errors). Please get into the habit of including your team number. Thanks 

 

Event Volunteer Availability 

• FTCNJ is continuing to seek volunteers to make our many events happen. Here’s the “Volunteer Availability” link.  

All Meets are listed. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_g8ltnYUXaXcmL1fm8EoLi_H9pkzRBj3jyxhGu75R71jPRA/viewform 

• Using multiple-choice buttons, you can indicate which events would be best, which are OK, and which are no-go.  

• It does not take long to fill out the survey and you can indicate which volunteer role(s) are of most interest.  

 

 

Other Items / News 
 Tech Tip! 🤖 

• The RS485 data cable ports that provide data between Control and Expansion Hubs are redundant - you can use two 

data cables utilizing both ports to ensure that if one cable fails communications aren’t lost 

 

Raritan Valley Science & Technology Showcase 

• As previously reported, FIRST Tech Challenge has been invited back again to this huge Outreach Event at the 

Bridgewater Commons Mall. The organizer has just advised us of the dates. It is Saturday, September 28th and 

Sunday, September 29th. Once more, we will be looking for >20 teams to come on either day to present and demo 

your robot … and talk to mall-goers about FIRST Tech Challenge. Mark your calendars, if interested. 

 

Captains Caucus (November 17th) 

• Student Team Leaders meet monthly. Attendees split into ~4 Breakout Groups to explore topics of interest. Participants 

gather at meeting’s end for a “report out” session, led by the Breakout Room Student Facilitators.  

• Breakout Groups on Oct 20th tackled the topics of Programming, Mechanical Design, and Team Leadership. Thanks to 

Student Facilitators: Anika R, Lukas L, and David M. Great leadership of their Group and solid Report-Out’s by all. 

• Next Captains Caucus is Nov 17th (8pm) Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAud-mtrTMqGN3kc5zsw_1p-_J-yWVuiTQE 

• Coaches, please encourage your team leaders to participate and join our student leader community discussion.  

Coaches Caucus (December 1st)  

• These voluntary monthly gatherings of take place on the 1st Friday of the month. Coach/mentors discuss areas of 

common in interest. Suggested topics are solicited during the Zoom Meeting registration process.  

• Key Topics in the past have included Team Mgmt, Training, Sustainment (relative to departure of seniors) and 

Preparation for Competitions. It’s always great when willing folks step up to share their knowledge and experience.  

Lots of worthwhile info and tips are exchanged at the caucuses. 

• Next Coaches Caucus is Dec 1st (8pm). The registration link will be provided in an upcoming newsletter. 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_g8ltnYUXaXcmL1fm8EoLi_H9pkzRBj3jyxhGu75R71jPRA/viewform
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAud-mtrTMqGN3kc5zsw_1p-_J-yWVuiTQE


 

FTCNJ Community Events 
 (Glad to share info regarding your Upcoming Events) 

NJEA Convention (November 9th – 10th) 

• Good luck to Team #9848 Gearview who is representing FTC at the NJEA Convention in Atlantic City in the coming days. They have 

promised to provide some photos for our posting. 

• Reminder: Other teams have been invited to let us know about your cool outreach efforts. We are happy to share them with our 

community of teams.  
 

STEAMFest and 5K Robot Run (November 11th) 

• Kathy Simpkins of South Jersey Robotics (SJR) has provided this information about an upcoming event on Saturday, November 11th.  
It’s SJR’s 8th annual STEAMFest and 5K Robot Run & 1K Fun Run from 9am - 12pm at Washington Lake Park in Washington 
Township, NJ.  [Note: We have three new South Jersey Robotics teams in FTCNJ this season!]  

 

• At the event all SJR teams (Explore, Challenge, FTC, FRC) come out and set up tables demonstrating their robots, and each provides a 
STEM activity for attendees to participate in, free of charge. All FTC teams are invited to Washington Lake Park in Sewell for this 
event, and any FTC team that would like to attend and set up a table is welcome to do so and should contact Anne Bodman at 
abodman@wedgewoodpharmacy.com 

 

• There is a College Row where students and their families can get information on degree programs, the college application process, 
scholarship information and more. The College Row features the following colleges who are on site specifically for students pursuing 
STEM careers, business careers, …: Drexel, Penn State, Rowan College of South Jersey, Salem Community College, Stockton, 
Widener, Rowan University, Rowan College of Burlington County, Thomas Jefferson University, Temple University, NJIT, and 
Villanova/PMI 

 

• This is a fun family event -there are free STEAM activities throughout the park, robots of all kinds on display, including the Gloucester 

County Bomb Squad's half-a-million-dollar robot which starts our 5K Robot Run and 1K Fun Walk. Of special interest to FTC teams in 

particular is an exciting raffle item: $100 Gift Card to Andy Mark, and if used to purchase the new Andy Mark FTC Robits Core Kit the 

winner of this raffle item receives an additional $100 discount!  

 

• For FTC students with siblings who are LEGO enthusiasts there is a LEGO Competition. Although runners and walkers are welcome, 

signing up is optional and there is no fee or sponsorship required to participate in this event.  

 
Robotics Fashion Show (January 19th) 

• One of our teams, 15458, is planning a Robot Fashion Show in January complete with walkout music and a runway.   

• The event is intended to help celebrate the fun side of FTC and bring the community together.   

• The host is working on getting some sponsors for the event to help with prizes for the winners.  

• Awards: “Best Walkout Song”, “Best Robot Costume”, “Best Autonomous”.  

• Location: Clearview Regional HS, 625 Breakneck Road, Mullica Hill, NJ, 08063  

• Requirements: (1) Display Team Number, (2) $10 Registration Fee, (3) Have Fun!  

• Team Arrival: 6pm… Event Starts: 7pm  

• Consider taking a break and having a great time with your robot at this cool event.  

• To register, contact …  15458@STUDENT.CLEARVIEWREGIONAL.EDU 


